


and 
Was 
nal 
Me, 
ros. 
he 
ver 
cie- 
ay, 
yer, 
ght 
Vil- 


‘ing 


rt. 


Was 
4 to 


ren: 


ons, 

It 
rds, 
"1Ct; 
tion 
son, 
t in 


Pen. 
of 


2ar- 
sta: 
ted 
she 
lult 
ma: 
he 
yme 
res. 
hat 
the 
has 


cel-E 


and 
his 
did 





THE 
UTIOA CHRISTIAN REPOSITORY. 


EE TEE EE ET TS a 
Vou UL MARCH, 1823. . No.3 


For the Utica Christian Repository. | he hath both the Father and the Son. 


| . € ’ 
ON THE DOCTRINE oF cHrisT. |j If, there come: any'anto you, and 
bring not this doctrine, receive him 
[have often asked myself, with |) not into your house, neither bid him 


much solicitude, am I a christian? i God speed: for he that biddeth him 
Sometimes [am inclined to hope |; God speed, is partaker of his evil 
that I am; and sometimes I have]; deeds? What can: this mean? 
many doubts. On inquiry among |) What has a man’s bedief to do with 
those who profess to be christians, || the state of his heart? Why must 
I find that. very different things are || a man abide in the doctrine of Christ, 
relied upon by them as evidence || in order tobe a christian? And, is 
of christian character. This has every one, who assents to the doec- 
led me to look into the bible, to see || trine of Christ, a real christian? 
what information [ could obtain |} Do not the devils believe, without 
there. On examining that, [ find + being made any better by their be- 
that those who are born again are|! lief? On seeking an answer to 
said to be renewed after the image these questions, I find the scriptures 
of Christ. This means, I suppose, |} speak of a belief of the heart. “If 
that they are made like Christ. In|! thou believest with ail thine heart— 
what respects, then, are they like}! and shalt believe in thine heart— 
Christ? Plainly, not in being God || with the heart man believeth unto 
as well as man; not in being of the || righteousness.” This, indeed, has 
seed of Abraham, according to the |! some connection with the state of 
flesh; not in being clothed in a seem- | the heart/*“1f ‘a man believes, with 
less coat; not in having no certain || his heart, the doctrine of Christ, he 
dwelling place; notin any thingbut |] is a christian. But if a man does 
7 hat relates to the temper of their |! not believe, with his heart, the doc- 
ininds. They are like him in the] trine of Christ, he “transeresseth,”’ 
temper of their minds. The same‘) and “hath not God.” It ce not suf- 
mind is in them, which was also in|| ficient to give a cold assent to the 
Christ Jesus. It is the heart that is |} doctrine of Christ, with the under- 
changed in regeneration. standing, as the devils do, while the 
On looking further, I find, in the | heart is opposed to x. The doc- 
second epistle of John, the follow-') trine of Christ must be embraced 
ing passage: “Whosoever transgres- |] with the heart. Jt must be loved. 
seth, and abideth not in the doctrine Now, then, if I can ascertain 
of Christ, hath not God: He that}, whether I do, in this way, abide in 
abideth in the doctrine of Christ, | the doctrine of Christ; if I can ag- 
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certain whether I /ove the doctrine 
of Christ, | can judge, in view of the 
above passage of scripture, whether 
I have the Father and the Son, 
whether I am a christian indeed; or 
whether I am a transgressor, and 
havenot God. Does my heart, then. 
accord with the doctrine of Christ? 
Do Llove to sit down at his feet, as 
Mary did, and hear his words? 
And, while his doctrine drops as the 
rain, and his speech distils as the 
dew, dol feel my soul refreshed 
and comforted within me? 

To assist myself and to assist 
others in making this trial, let us 
look into the history of Christ, and 
see what his doctrine is. All that 
the prophets and apostles taught, is, 
indeed, his doctrine; for they spake 
by his Spirit. But at this time we 
will confine ourselves to the doc- 
trine he taught by his own mouth. 

He taught the Unity of God. 
Mk. 12. 29, Jesus answered him, 
the first of all the commandments 
is, Hear, © Israel; the Lord our 
God is One Lord. 

He taught the doctrine of the 
Trinity. Mt. 28. 19, Go ye, there- 
fore, and teach all nations, baptizing 
them in the name of the Father, and 
of the Son, and of the Holy Ghost. 

He taught his own divinity. Rev. 
22.13, lam Alpha and Oinega, the 
beginning and the end, the First and 
the Last. Jn. 5. 17, 18, Jesus an- 
swered them, My Father worketh 
hitherto, and I work. Therefore 
the Jews sought the more to kill him, 
because he... said also that God 
was his Father, making himself e- 
qual with God. 

He taught his own humanity. 
Mt. 26. 64, Hereafter shall ye see 


Jn. 16. 13, For he shall not speak 
of himself; but whatsoever he shal! 
hear, that shall he speak; and he 
will show you things to come. 

He taught the divinity of the 
Holy Ghost. Mt. 12.31, The blas- 
pheiny against the Holy Ghost shall 
not be forgiven unto men. 

He taught the doctrine of the uni- 
versal agency of God. Mt. 10. 29, 
30, Are not two sparrowsesold fora 
farthing? and one of them shall not 
fall on the ground without your Fa. 
ther. But the very hairs of you 
head are all numbered. 

He taught the free agency of man. 
Lk. 13. 34, O Jerusalem, Jerusalem, 
which killest the prophets, and 
stunest them that are sent unto thee, 
how often would I have gathered 
thy children together, as a hen doth 


gather her brood under her wings, 


and ye would not! 

He taught the consistency of the 
decrees of God with the free agen- 
cy and blameworthiness of the crea. 
ture. Mk. 14. 49, 21,1 was daily 
with you in the temple teaching, and 
ye took me not: but the scriptures 


‘must be fulfilled. The Son of man, 
indeed, goeth, as it is written of 


him. Lk. 22, 22, And truly, the 
Son of man goeth, as it was deter- 
mined; but woe unto that man by 
whom he is betrayed! 

He taught that men are bound to 
yield perfect obedience to the mor- 
allaw. Mt. 5. 48, Be ye therefore 


perfect, even as your Father which f 


is in heaven is perfect. Mk. 12. 
30, $1, And thou shalt love the Lord 
thy God with all thy heart, and 
with all thy soul, and with all thy 
mind, and with all thy strength. 
This is the first commandment. 


the Son of man sitting on the right || And the second is like, namely this, 


hand of power, and coming in the 
clouds of heaven. 
He taught the personality of the 


Holy Ghost. Jn. 14. 26, But the 
Comforter, which is the Holy Ghost, 
whom the Father will send in my 
name, he shall teach you all things, 
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| ‘Thou shalt love thy neighbor as 


thyself. 

He taught the doctrine of the te- 
tal moral depravity of mankind. 
Jn. 5. 42, | know you, that ye have 
not the love of God in you. Jn. 8. 
Ye are of your father the devil, 
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and the lusts of your father ye will 
do. Mt. 25. 33, Ye serpents, ye 
veneration of vipers, how can ye 
escape the damnation of hell? Jn. 
15. 24, 25, But now have they both 
seen and hated both me and my Fa- 
They hated me without a 
cause. Jn. 15.18, 23, If the world 
hate you, ye know that it hated me 
before it hated you. He that Hateth 
me hateth my Fatheralso. Mt. 10. 
92, And ye shall be hated of all 
nen for my name’s sake. 

He taught the doctrine of atone- 
ment. Mt. 20.28, The Son of man 
came not to be ministered unto, but 
to minister, and to give his life a 
ransom for many. 

He taught the sufficiency of the 
atonement for all men. Jn. 3. 16, 
For God so loved the world, that he 
gave his only begotten Son, that 
whosoever believeth in him should 
not perish, but have everlasting life. 
Jn. 6.51, And the bread that I will 
give is my flesh, which I will give 


| for the life of the world. 


He taught the universal offer of 
mercy through his atonement. Mk. 
16.15, Go ye into all the world, 
and preach the gospel to every crea- 
turee Mt. 11. 28, Come unto me, 
all ye that labor and are heavy la- 
den, and I will give you rest. Is. | 
45. 22, Look unto me, and be ye| 
saved, all the ends of the earth. 

He taught that the atonement and | 
gospel offer will do no good to any, 
if nothing more is done for them. 
Mt. 22. 3, And sent forth his ser- | 
vants to call them that were bidden 
to the wedding, and they would not 
come. Lk. 14. 18, And they all) 
with one consent began to make ex- | 
cuse. Lk. 19. 14, But his citizens | 
hated him, and sent a message after 
ulm, Saying, we will not have this 
man to reign over us. 

_ He taught that a change of heart | 
is necessary to fit any for heaven. | 
Jn. 3. 3, Verily, verily, I say unto 
thee, except a man be born again, 
ae cannot see the kingdom of God. 
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He taught that men are depend- 
ent on God for their conversion. Jn. 
6. 44, No man can come to me, 
except the Fatier, which hath sent 
me, draw him. Jn. 3. 8, The wind 
bloweth where it listeth, and thou 
hearest the sound thereof, but canst 
not tell whence it cometh, and 
whither it goeth: So is every one 
that is born of the Spirit. 

He taught that men are active in 
their conversion. Jn. 6. 35, He 
that cometh to me shall never hun- 
ger. Jn. 7. 37, If any man thirst, 
let him come unto me and drink. 

He taught that, if any are not 
converted, the fault is in their own 
will. Rev. 22.17, Whosoever will, 
let him take the water of life free- 
ly. Jn. 5. 40, And ye will not 
come to me, that ye might have life. 
Mt. 13. 15, For this people’s heart 
is waxed gross, and their ears are 
dull of hearing, and their eyes they 
have closed; lest at any time they 
should see with their eyes, and hear 
with their ears, and should under- 
stand with their heart, and shouldbe 
converted. 

He taught that those who perish 
will have no excuse. Mt. 22.. 12, 
And he saith unto him, friend, how 
camest thou in hither, not having a 
wedding garment? And he was 
speechless. 

He taught that God does more 
for some, in order to their salvation, 
than he does for others. Mt. 13. 
11, itis given unto you to know 
the mysteries of the kingdom of 
heaven, but to them it is not given. 
Mk. 4. 11, 12, And he said unto 
them, unto you it is given to know 
the mystery of the kingdom of God: 

but unto them that are without, all 
these things are done in parables; 
that seeing they may see,and not per- 
ceive; and hearing they may hear, 
and not understand, lest at any time 
they should be converted, and their 
sins should be forgiven them. 

He taught that some were given 
to him of the Father, in distinction 
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from others. Jn. 17. 2, 6,9, Thou 
hast given him power over all flesh, 
that he should give eternal life to 
as many as thou hast given him. 1 
have manifested thy name unto the 
men which thou gavest me out of 
the world. I pray for them: I pray 
not for the world, but for them 
which thou hast given me; for they 
are thine. 

He taught that men are elected 
befure they believe, not after; and 
that they are elected unto obedi- 
ence, not in consequence of it. Jn. 
15. 16, Ye have not chosen me, but 
Thave chosen you, and ordained 
you, that ye should go and bring 
forth fruit, and that your fruit should 
remain. Mt. 11.27, Neitherknow- 
eth any man the Father, save the 
Son, and he to whomsoever the Son 
will reveal him. Jn. 10.16, And 
other sheep | have which are not of 
this fold: Them also I must bring, 
and they shall hear my voice. 

He taught that all the elect shall 
believe in him, and be saved. Jn. 
6. 37, All that the Father giveth 
me shall come to me: and him that 
cometh to me I will in no wise cast 
out... Jn. 18.9, Of them which thou 

avest me, have I lost none. 

He taught that God has a right 
to bestow his favors upon whom he 
pleases, and to withhold them from 
whom he pleases; and that any ob- 
jection to it must proceed from an 
eye that is evil because God is good. 
The parable of the laborers in the 
vineyard sets this ina strong light. 
Its conclusion is, Mt. 20. 15, 16, Is 
it not lawful for me to do what I 
will with mine own? 
evil because I am good? So the 
last shall be first, and the first last; 
for many be called, but few chosen. 

He taught, by his example, that 
the doctrine of the divine sove- 
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Is thine eye | 


reignty isa profitable doctrine to| 
be preached, notwithstanding the 
opposition of the carnal heart to it; 
for he preached it at Nazareth, in 
his first sermon there, Lk. 4; and 
abundantly on other occasions. 
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And he said, Mk. 8. 38, Whoso- 
ever shall be ashamed of me, and of 
my words, in this adulterous and 
sinful generation, of him also shall 
the Son of man be ashamed, when 
he cometh in the glory of his Father, 
with the holy angels. 


He taught, that the truth of the 
doctrine of election and reproba- 
tion, is matter of rejoicing and 
thanksgiving. Lk. 10. 21, In that 
hour, Jesus rejoiced in spirit, and 
said, I thank thee, O Father, Lord 
of heaven and earth, that thou hast 
hid these things from the wise and 
prudent, and hast revealed them 
unto babes: even so, Father; for so 
it seemed good in thy sight. 


He taught that sinners should be 
directed to perform holy duties, and 
nothing short of them. Mk. 1. 14, 15, 
Now, after that John was put in pri: 
son, Jesus came into Galilee, preach- 
ing the gospel of the kingdom of 
God, and saying, the time is fulfil- 
led, and the kingdom of God is at 
hand; repent ye, and bedieve the gos- 
pel. Lk.13. 8, I tell you, nay; but 
except ye repent, ye shall all like- 
wise perish. Mt. 23. 25, Woe unto 
you, Scribes and Pharisees, hypo- 
crites; for ye make clean the out- 
side of the cup and of the platter, 
but within they are full of extortion 
and excess. 


He taught that a holy life is the 
proper evidence of a change of 
heart. Mt. 7. 16, 17, 21, Ye shall 
know them by their fruits. Every 
good tree bringeth forth good fruit; 
but a corrupt tree bringeth forth e- 
vilfruit. Not every one that saith 
unto me, Lord, Lord, shall enter in- 
to the kingdom of heaven; but he 
that doeth the will, of my Father 
which is in heaven. 

He taught that it is by means of 
the truth that God makes men ho- 
ly. Jn 17. 17, Sanctify them 
through thy truth; thy word is truth. 

He taught that the rejection of 
the truth is evidence of an ungodly 
character. Jn. 8.47, He that is o! 





a 





ers 


ble 


il 





eit 


Pct 


nd 

















‘od heareth God’s words; ye, there- 
re, hear them not, because ye are 
ot of God. 

le taught that the difficulties 
jich are felt with the doctrines of 
he gospel arise from a disobedient 
mper of heart. Jn. 7.17, If any 
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he jan will do his will, he shall know | 
a- [pi the doctrine, whether it be of! 
nd BBod, or whether [ speak of myself 
at fg He taught that prophesying, and | 
nd performing signs and wonders, is no | 
rq (gvidence of christian character in 
ist fim who does these things. Mt. 
nd fe 22, 23, Many will say to me 
vm. gp that day, Lord, Lord, have we 
so pot prophesied in thy name, and in 
iy name have cast out devils? & in 
y name done many wonderful 
4 orks? = And then will I profess | 
" nto them, I never knew you: De- 
‘2s Birt from me, ye that work iniquity. 
is {t. 24 24, For there shall arise 
“of ise christs, and false prophets, 
‘1 id shall show great signs and won- 
aa ers; insomuch that, if it were pos- 
a ble, they shall deceive the very e- 
pct. 
= He taught that every real saint 
i ill certainly persevere in holy 
M0 BBedience unto eternal life. Jn. 
af .27, 28, My sheep hear my voice, 
UB 1 know them, and they follow 
ery Be; and I give unto them eternal 
1OM Bie; and they shall never perish, | 
either shall any man pluck them | 
the Hut of my hand. 
of BF He taught that those religious af- 
tall Bctions which are merely tempora- 
ery My,are not genuine. Mk. 4. 16,17, 
ull} Hind these are they likewise which | 
© Hire sown on stony ground; who, 
ith BBben they have heard the word, | 
IN Bimediately receive it with glad- 
he ess; and have no root in them- 
her Belves, and so endure but for a time. 
He taught that selfish religion is 
sof Me religion of the unrenewed heart, 
ho- #nd that real religionis disinterest- 
rem Md love. Lk. 6. 32, If ye love 
uth. Hem which “love you, what thank 
n of Mave ye? for sinners also love those 
diy Mat love them. Mt.7. 12, Therefore | 
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all things whatsoever ye would 
that men should do te you, do ye 
even so to them; for this is the law 
and the prophets. 

He taught that no man could be 
his disciple without denying him- 
self. Lk. 14.33, Whesoever he be 
of you that forsaketh not alt that 
he hath, he cannot be my disciple. 

24, 25, If any man will 
come after me, let him deny him- 
self, and take up his cross, and fol- 
low me. For whosoever will save 
his life (sow/) shall lose it; and who- 
soever will lose his life (soul) for 
my sake shall find it. 

He taught the doctrine of the re- 
surrection of the dead. Jn. 5. 28, 
29, Marvel not at this; for the hour 
is coming, in the which all that are in 
the graves shall hear his voice, and 
shall come forth; they that have 
done good, unto the resurrection of 
life; and they that have done evil, 
unto the resurrection of damnation. 

He taught that he should come a- 
gain to judge the world. Mt. 25. 
31—33, When the Son of man 
shall come in his glory, and all the 
holy angels with him, then shall he 
sit upon the throne of his glory: 
and before him shall be gathered all 
nations; and he shall separate them 
one from another, as a shepherd di- 
videth his sheep from the goats: and 
he shall set the sheep on his right 
hand, but the goats on the left. 

He taught that in the day of 
judgment the secrets of all hearts 
will be revealed, and all men judg- 
ed according to their works. Lk. 
12. 2, For there is nothing covered, 
that shall not be revealed; neither 
hid, that shall not be known. Mt. 
16. 27, And then he shall reward 
every man according to his works. 

He taught that the saints will then 
be received to eternal blessedness in 
heaven, and the wicked be sent a- 
way into endless misery in hell: 
Jn.i7. 24, Father, I will that they alse 
whom thou hast given me be with. 
ime where I am; that they may he- 
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hold my glory. Rev. 3. 21, To him | 
that overcometh will I grant to sit 
with me in my throne, even as Lal 
so overcame, and am set down with 
my Father in his throne. Mt. 25. 
41, 46, Then shall he say also unto 
them on the left hand, Depart from 
me, ye cursed, into everlasting fire, 
prepared for the devil and his an- 
gels. Aud these shall go away into 
everlasting punishment, but the 
righteous into life eternal. Lk. 16. 
26, And besides all this, between 
us and you, there is a great gulf fix- 
ed: so that they which would pass 
from hence to you, cannot; neither 
can they pass tous that would come 
from thence. Mk. 9. 47, 48, If 
thine eye offend thee, pluck it out; 
it is better for thee to enter the king- 
dom of God with one eye, than hav- 
ing two eyes to be cast into hell 
fire; where their worm dieth not, 
and the fire is not quenched. 

Such is the doctrine of Christ, as 
we have it from his own mouth. 
How do we feel towards it? Are 
our hearts in accordance with it? It 
is not sufficient for us to give a cold 
assent, with the understanding only. 
The devils do that. We must be 
lieve with the heart. The bible | 
has decided, that “‘whosoever trans- 
gresseth, and abideth not in the doc- | 
trine of Christ, hath not God.” 
Can we abide this tria!? Let us be 
honest with ourselves now. Of | 
what avail will it be, to .eceive our 
selves? We cannot deceive God. 
The great day is at hand, which 
shall try every man’s hope. In that | 
day nothing will stand, but that | 
which the bible will approve. | 

I intended to say a few words || 
respecting the other part of the | 
passage of scripture above recited: | 
“If there come any unto you& bring | 
not this doctrine, receive him not } 


Reeeeee eee ere ene e 











speed: for he that biddeth him God | 
speed, is partaker of his evil deeds.” | 
But time will not permit. I wil! | 





only ask, what is it to receive into || common with other unsanctified 


Sinful Practices lead to Death. 


disebedient to parents, without up 
into your house, neither bid him Ged /' derstanding, covenant _ breakers, 
without natural affection, implaca- 
ble, unmerciful.’ 























our house those who do not briy 
the doctrine of Christ? What is; 
to bid them God speed? How fy 
am I transgressing the precept, if| 
go to hear them, or if I unite wit 
them in the performance of publi 
religious exercises? 








DISCIPULUS. Ei | 

i 

For the Utica Christian Repository. 1e 

SERMON. l 

Rom. vi, 21. 7 T 

7 For the end of those things ice 

death.”’ ‘s 

The things to which the apost)jiaw 
here refers, are the vices to whic) 
the Roman Christians were addict. 

ed, before their,conversion. ‘This ap he 

pears from the preceding verses—mpes 

“God be thanked that ye were th elf 

servants of sin; but ye have obeyedpmp'g! 





from the heart that form of doc. 
trine which was delivered you.— 
As ye have yielded your members 
servants to uncleanness, and to ini- 
quity unto iniquity; even so nov 
yield your members servants to 
righteousness unto holiness. For 
when ye were the servants of sin, 
ye were free from righteousness 
What fruit had ye then in these 
things, whereof ye are now asha- 
med? For the end of those things 
is death”? Before they embraced 
christianity, the Roman converts 
were Pagan idolaters; and, like oth: 
er heathens, were given over to vile 
affections, and a reprobate mind, to 
do those things which are not con 
venient; being filled with all un- 
righteousness, fornication, wicked: 
ness, covetousness, maliciousness 
full of envy, murder, debate, deceit, 
malignity; whisperers, backbiters, 
haters of God, despiteful, proud, 
boasters, inventors of evil things, 



























Such are some ol 
the vices, which they practised, 1 
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en; and such are some of the || idolatry, witchcraft, hatred, vari- 

\inos, whose end the apostle points || ance, emulations, wrath, strife, se- 
> . * . . . . 

ut in our text. His words contain || ditions, heresies, envyings, murders, 





his alarming truth which demands || drunkenness, revellings, and such 

ur serious consideration, on the || like.’’ 
resent occasion: Sinful practices || These are what we mean by sin- 
lifer ninate in death.—It is proposed || ful practices. They are such ac- 
show, tions and courses of conduct, as 
[. What sinful practices are. flow from sinful affections and pas- 


il. What that death is, in which || sions; such as are the natural fruits 
hey terminate,—and and expressions of a selfish unsanc- 
lt. Why they terminate in that || tified heart. These are the things 
eath. whose end is death—We proceed 

[. [ am to show what sinful prac- || to show, 
Simmices are. | IL. What kind of death that is, in 
“Sin is the transgression of the || which such sinful practices termi- 

aw.” The law of God requires || nate. 
he constant exercise of disinterest. Strictly speaking, there are but 
dlove. That, which transgresses | two kinds of death, the first and 
he law, must, therefore, be selfish- || the second, or death temporal, and 
hess. Sin consists, essentially, | death eternal. Temporal death is 
elfish affections, desires, and de- || the dissolution of the connexion be- 
igus. ‘These compose the carnal || tween the body and soul: eternal 
nind, or evil heart, which all men || death is the destruction, or endless 
possess by nature. Such a heart, |) misery, of both soul and body in 
peing not only of an evil, but active | hell. Moral depravity, or total sin- 
ature, spontaneously manifests it- || fulness, is figuratively called spirit- 
rovgaelf in all those ways, in which | ual death, as it is the opposite of 
_ {ofvbat passes in the mind of one man, | disinterested, perfect love, which is 
Fofags made known to others. Itis nat- | spiritual life. Of this spiritual 
sin,ae'al for the sinful, selfish heart, to || death, all mankind are, by nature, 
espaect itself out, by profane and im- subjects, being ‘dead in trespasses 
| 






stle 
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\osefmmpure words, by dishonest and fraud- || and sins, and children of wrath.’ 
sha- fp lent dealing, and by an unrestrain- || This kind of death is not that in 
inggeed indulgence of the animal appe- || which sinful practices terminate; 
cedfamites. A selfish heart is the source || for it always precedes them, and is 
Mf all the vices and crimes which || the fountain from which they flow. 
have a name among men. ‘There || Sinful practices are the fruits and 
sno evil, hateful thing, which any | effects of the carnal mind, or selfish 
ne, who has such a heart, may not || heart, in which spiritual death con- 
lo, when all restraints are removed || sists. 
nd strong temptations presented. || Do sinful practices, then, termi- 
ence our Lord said, “From with- || nate in temporal death? 'That they 
n, out of the heart of men, proceed || often do, is not to be denied. All 
seit, evl thoughts, adulteries, fornica- || kinds of sinful practices, have a 
ers, ons, murders, thefts, covetousness, || natural direct tendency to impair 
sud, Mae'CKedness, deceit, lasciviousness, || both the mind and the body, and to 
ngs, feo evil eye, blasphemy, pride, fool- || cut short the thread of human life. 
shness.”” And the apostle writes, || Vicious indulgence is the parent of 
‘Now the works of the flesh (the |! innumerable diseases, which prove 
inful, selfish heart) are manifest; || mortal. Sinful practices often lead 
Which are these; adultery, fornica- || to suicide, the murder of one’s self; 
jon, uncleanness, lasciviousness, || and to malicious homicide, the mur- 
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72 
der of another. ‘Those who addict 
themselves, habitually, to sinful 
practices, do not, generally, live 
half so long as they would, if they 
lived soberly, righteously, ond god- 

ly. But though such praetices have 

a natural tendency to hasten tem- 
poral death; yet they are not always 
followed by it immediately. God 
bears long with many of the ungod- 

lyin this w world. The wicked some- 
times live, and become old.  Vi- 
cious sinners, of an hundred: years 
old, though a rare and piteous sight, | 
are sometimes seen. Temporal | 

death, therefore, is not to be con- | 
sidered as the death intended in our p 





text. 
Eternal death is that in which vi- | 
cious practices, persisted in, uni- || 
formly terminate. ‘This is evident- | 
ly the dreadful death which Paul 
pronounces - “the end of those 
things”’ This is plain from the 
connection in which his words || 
stand. “What fruithad ye then in 
those things, whereof ye are now 
ashamed? for the end of those things | 
is death. But now, being nade | 
free from sin and become servants | 
of God, ye have your fruit unto ho- 
liness; and the end, everlasting | 
life. For the wages of sin, is death; | 
but the gift of God, is eternal life, ‘he 
through Jesus Christ our Lord. 4 
| 
| 











Itis that death which is the mppeete 
of eternal life, and which is the 2a 
ges, or proper punishment of sin, 
in which all-sinful practices ter- | 
minate. This is eternal death, the | 
death of the soul, or the penalty of | 
the Divine law. Such is the death, | 
which sin, when it is finished, never | 
fails to bring forth.—I{t remains to | 


| 
| 
| 
| t 


show, 

Ili. Why sinful practices termi- 
nate in this awful kind of death. 

It is possible for those, who have 
long indulged in sinful practices, to 
reforni. With God all things are 
possible. There are some rare in- 
stances, in which the habitually vi- 
clous have cast away their trans- 
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| just. 


gressions and forsaken their gig 
And when the wicked, howeyy 
gross their vices and great theif 
guilt, turn from their wicked Ways fi 
their souls shall live. “Though the} 
sins be as scarlet, they shall be q 
white as snow; though they be ro 
like crimson, they shall be as wool! 
‘The bleod of Jesus Christ clean. 
eth from all sin” But, if the sin 
ful practices of the wicked, be pur 
sued and not forsaken, they will in. 
evitably terminate in eternal death 
The reasons are obvious. For 1. Sin. 
ful practices deserve eternal death 
God has made mankind rational 


free, moral agents; and therefor 
capable of being constantly holy 


He requires all_men to be holy, a 
He is holy. “Be ye holy; for [anf 
holy.”? If men transgress his lay 
and do iniquity, He denounces ». 
gainst them his wrath and curse 
“Cursed i is every one, that contin 
veth not in all things written in ‘lk 
book of the law, to do them. The 
wrath of God is revealed from hea 
ven, against all ungodliness and un: 
righteousness of men.” = This i 
The law is holy, and just, and 
ae and all the workers be iniqut 
ty deserve its penalty. “he wa 
s of sin is death.’’ 

2. Sinful practices, while conti 
ued, exciude men from pardon aii 
the grace of the gospel. They flor 
froma heart totally corrupt. Wher 

the heart is purified, sinful practice 
cease, and the fruits of holines 
are produced. “A good tree cannifg 





bring forth evil fruit; neither can: 


corrupt tree bring forth good fruit. 

Pardon, through the atonement d 
Christ, is promised, tn the gospe 
to those only who exercise repel 
ance toward God, and faith towarl 
our Lord Jesus Christ. Repent 
ance includes hatred of sin all 
godiy sorrow for it. Repentan® 
originates in that love to God, whit 
the Divine law requires, and whit! 
constitutes purity of heart. Evel! 
| true penitent, therefore, forsakes bi 
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sins, and renounces all his evil 
practices. Hence God says by his 
prophet, “Repent and turn your- 
selves from all your transgressions; 
so iniquity shall not be your ruin ” 
And the apostle writes, “If we con- 
fess and forsake our sins, He is 
faithful and just to forgive us our 
sins, and to cleanse us from all un- 
righteousness.” It is impossible to 
repent, and, at the same time, to 
persist in any sinful course. 

“Faith worketh by love, purifyeth 
the heart, & overcometh the world.” 
The fruits and evidences of a living 
faith, therefore, are good works.— 
“Faith without works, is dead.— 
I will show thee my faith by my 
works.” There cannot be true faith 
in Christ, without purity of heart 
and life. 

Lhose, therefore, who continue in 
sinful practices, are impenitent sin 
ners and unbelievers. They have 
no part in the pardon and grace of 
the gospel of Christ. The wrath 
of God abideth on them. “If ye 
live after the flesh, ye shall die.— 
Know ye not that the unrighteous 
shall not inherit the kingdom of God? 
Be not deceived: neither fornicaters, 
nor idolaters, nor adulterers, nor ef- 
feminate, nor abusers of themselves 
with mankind, nor thieves, nor cov- 


etous, hor DRUNKARDs, nor revilers, | 
nor extortioners, shall mbherit the 


kingdom of God.” It is morally 
impossible that persons of this de- 
scription, should inherit eternal life. 
For, 

5. They are totally unfit for a 
oly heaven. Their hearts are full 
of evil. There is not an object in 
heaven, that could afford them the 
least delight. Without a good heart; 
Without that disinterested love,which 
is the essence of repentance and faith 
in Christ,—it is impossible to be 
happy in heaven. ‘To such as love 
and pursue vicious practices, heaven 
would be a place of torment. With- 
out holiness, no man shall, or can, 
sce the Lord. The terms of the 

VOL, Il. 


Sinful Practices lead to Death. 


75 


| gospel are as low as God could make 
them. 

But, if the unrighteous and im- 
pure could enjoy the happiness of 
heaven, it would be inconsistent for 
God to admit them to that holy, 
happy place. If He should treat the 
wicked and the righteous alike, how 
would He appear to love righteous- 
ness and hate iniquity? If Christ 
should receive unsanctified sinters 
to himself, would He not become 
| the minister of sin? It would de- 

file the mansions of purity, to peo- 

ple them with the unboly and a- 

bominable. Should impenitent, vi- 
| clous sinners be received to the so- 
ciety of the just made perfect; in- 
| stead of communion, harmony, and 
peace, there would be aversion, dis- 
cord, and war in heaven. “For 
what fellowship hath righteousness 
with unrighteousness?>—An unjust 
man is an abomination to the just; 
and he that is upright in the way 
is abomination to the wicked.” 
Those who persist in evil practices, 
must not be permitted to disturb and 
defile the realms of purity and 
peace: they are fit only for the com- 
pany and the place of the devil and 
his angels. 
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| IMPROVEMENT. 


1. It appears from the descrip- 
tion which has been given of sinful 
practices, that every impenitent, un- 
renewed sinner is liable to fall into 

them. They all naturally flow 
! from the corrupt, selfish heart, which 
all unregenerate men possess. Sin- 
ful practices are contaimed in the 
|impenitent heart, as streams are 
| contained in their fountains, and 
plants in their seeds. It is owing 
| to various restraints in Divine 
| Providence, and not to any good- 
| 


! 
| 
| 
| 
' 











ness in the hearts of sinners, that 
some are more moral than others, 
| and that they do not all run to the 
| same excess of riot. The Scribes 
and Pharisees were ignorant of 
10 
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themselves, when they said, “If we 
had been in the days of our fathers, 
we would not have been partakers 
with them in the blood of the pro 
phets:” for, by their treatment of 
Christ and his followers, they made 
it manifest, that they were the ven- 
vine children of them, who imbrued 
their hands in the blood of those ho- 
ly men, who spake as they were 
nioved by the Holy Ghost. Haza- 
el was blind to the malignity of his 
own heart, when he replied to the 
prediction of the man of God, 
“What! is thy servant a dog, that || 
he should do this thing?” for, rt | 
three days’ time, he did it t all. And 
sinners are always ignorant of the | 
plague of their hearts, whenever 
they think themselves too good to 
conduct hke others, or imagine 
there is any thing too bad for them 
to me 
. If sinful practices are the nat- 
wa fruits and expressions of a sin- 
ful heart; then moral sinners have 
no eround to boast over vicious sin- 
ners. It is not because their hearts 
are better, by nature, that moral sin- 
ners do not sme themselves to vi- 
ces and crimes: for if they were e- 
qually free ais ssanbeaini and equal- 
ly exposed to temptation, their prac 
tices would be like those of the im- 
moral and profane. In similar 
circumstances, in all respects, un- 
renewed men conduct alike. “The 
wicked are always inclined to do 
wickedly.’ All things considered, 
every impenitent sinner conducts 
as bad as he can. Thus God said 
his ancient, im penitent people, 
‘ Thou hast spoken and dene evil 
daa as thou couldest.”? Jerem. 3. 
5, Jews, by nature, are as bad as 
Gertiles: forall are included under 
“Are we better than they? 
Inbo wie—Where is boasting, 
1? 6it is excluded.” it hence 
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saints have reason for 
They were, by nature, 
in trespasses-and sins, and 
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‘children of wrath, even as others. 


‘rors to all 


| washed, 


‘in death? 
-niversal salvation is groundless. 
order to support this delusive doc- 


| who 
will be saved, is to give the he to 
the whole gospel; which teaches us, 
that denying ungodliness and world- 


| dreadful! 
leave the body and ‘cater the j invisi- 
‘ble and eternal world. 


“And such were some of you,” for- 


nicators, idolaters, thieves, covet- 


ous, drunkards, &c. but ye are 
but ye are sanctified, but 
ye are justified, in the name of the 
Lord Jesus, and by the Spirit ot 
our God.—By grace are ye saved, 
through faith; and that, not of your- 


| selves—it i is the gift of God.” Well 
may all saints, with the deepest hu- 
| mility and self-abasement, adopt 


the words of the apostle, “Not by 


'works of righteousness which we 


have done, but according to his mer- 
cy he saved us, by the “washing of 


regeneration and renewing of the 


Holy Ghost, w hich he shed on us a- 
bundantly through Jesus C hrist our 


Savior; that, being justified by his 


grace, we should be made heirs, ae- 

cording to the hope of eternal life.” 
4, Do sinful practices terminate 

Then the doctrine of u- 


In 


trine, it must be made to appear, 


that all the wicked truly repent and 
_retor m, before they leave the world. 
But, is this the fact? 
| tudes, on the contrary, persist in 


Do not mul- 


sinful practices, as lone as they 
live? But, the end of those things 
is death. To maintain, that those 
persevere in vicious courses, 


ly lusts, we should live soberly, 
righteously and godly. It is the 


‘father of lies, and “his servants, who 


would persuade us, that the unright- 


eous shall inherit the kingdom of 


God. 

5. In view of this subject, it ap- 
pears, that to be stopped in one’s 
sinful course by death, must be 
Itisa great change, to 


Death, } 

is, naturally, the king of tne! 
mankind. But, «the 
sting of death is sin.”’ This arms 


itself, 
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rify “and destroy. Saints, however, 
who have peace with God through 
our Lord Jesus Christ, & good hope 
through grace, are enabled, with 
the armor of righteousness, the 
shield of faith, the sword of the 

Spirit and the helmet of salvation, 
to triumph over their last eneiy. | 

But none of this peace, and hope, | 
and triumph, is experienced by the | 
unhappy man, whose career of sin- | 
ful indulgence is checked only by 
death. It would be no less than 
Deism, to suppose that such an one, 
when absent from the body, is pre- 
sent with the Lord. Ah no! His | 
end is destruction. If there be | 
truth in the word of Him, who can- 
not lie, ‘in hell he lifts up 2 eyes, 
being in torment.? And, O, how | 
dreadful, to go, in a moment, - un- | 


‘he grim monarch with power to ter- 
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sensual indulgence, heedless dissi- 
pation, and wanton excess, into the | 
lake which burneth with fire and | 
brimstone, to dwell, forever, with | 
devils and damned souls! | 
6. We may infer from what has | 
been said, that the situation of all | 
| 
| 
| 


expected moment, from a scene of 


auch, as habituate themselves to sin- 

| practices, is awfully dangerous. 
T hey are pursuing a course, whose 
endisdeath. ‘They are in the broad 
way to destruction. Their 
have already gone before them to | 
judgment. They are constantly | 
exposed to death, and as much ex- 
posed to perdition. Their feet 


Such, in a peculiar manner, is the | 
dangerous and fearful cunditien of | 
those, who are addicted to the vice | 
of intemperance. Of all vices, this | 
most rapidly undermines the con- | 
stitution, and exposes its wretched | 
victim to sudden death. Those, | 
who practice this vice, are chargea- | 
hie with deliberate suicide. They | 
ave self-murderers; and “no mur- 
derer hath eternal life abiding in 
him.’ Intemperance not only ex- 


| 
stand on slippery places. 


Doses the miserable man to sudden || 


sins | 
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death; but totally disqualifies him 
to make the least preparation for 
his great and last change. It fits 
the soul for hell, as fastas it fits the 
body for the grave. The end of 
this course, is inevitable destruc- 
tion. Drunkenness is the high road 
to damnation. 

Let all, then, as they value their 
lives and their souls, beware of this 
prolific and deadly vice, which is 
more prevalent, at this day, than 
any other, and which is the parent of 
most of the crimes and sins, which 
defile the land. ‘Temptations to 
this vice, are numerous an: pow- 
erful. ‘There is nothing so easily 
obtained as the intoxicating draught. 
The desire of gain in individuals, 
and a desire of revenue in the pub- 
lic, have opened a mart for the mor- 
tal potation, at every corner. “A- 
void it, pass not by it, turn from it, 
and pass away.” Let none ima- 
gine,that they are secure from the at- 
tacks of a fiend,who has made many 
a strong man weak,and many a wise 
man mad. Beware of the most 
distant approach to the jaws of the 
monster, which yawn to devour, and 
which ingulph thousands, yes, ten 
thousand wretched victims every 
year, in this good land! 

I warn the young, in particular. 
There is yet some hope of them. 
O, go not in the paths of the de- 
stroyer. Shun, as you would the 
plague, as you would the vates of 
hell, shun every company, & every 
place, which would seduce you to 
handle, touch, or taste the “liquid 
poison, which induces a perpetual 
sleep—the sleep of desth! “If sin- 
ners entice thee, consent thou not. 
Be sober; be vigilant. Abstain 
from fleshly lusts, which war against 
the soul. Follow after righteous- 
ness—tiay hold on eternal life.’ 

“Woe unto lim that giveth his 


| neighbor drink, that puttest thy bot- 


tle to him, and makest him drunken 
also.2? Hab. 2. 15. 
I charge those, whose duty it is, 
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as they fear the oath of God which 
is upon them, to execute the good 
and wholesome laws of the land. 

I call upon all the f friends of their 
country and of man, to unite their 
efforts to check the deadly evil, 
which hurries thousands to an un- 
timely grave, and to a miserable 
eternity. 


On Church Miasick. 


Finally, this subject & this occa- | 


sion call loudly upon all sorts of sin- | 


ners,to repent “& turn unto the Lord. 
Nothingshort of this, can secure you 
against those sinful practices, which 
ter minate in death. Purity of heart 
alone, tan suppress those “foolish 
and hurtful lusts, which drown men 
in destruction and perdition— 


Wherefore, cleanse your hands, ye | 


sinners, and purify your hearts, ye 
double-minded.” Flatter not your- 
selves, that you are less sinners, 
than those, who have already come 
to an untimely and fearful end; for 
“except ye repel nt, ve shall all like 
wise perish.” 
and forsaketh his sins, 
mercy; but he that being often re- 


roved, hardeneth his neck, shall | 
suddenly be destroved, and that 
without remedy.’-— AMEN. 


. @BO<- 
For the Utica Christian Repository. 
ON CHURCH ML -I1CK. 
Continucd trom page 253, vol. I. 
Vo, 
Something has of late been done | 
in our country, for the promotion of 
Church Musick; but the exertions | 
have been confined to a small por- |} 
tion of the community; and this cir- | 
cumstance is sufficient to account 
for all the dissatisfaction that occa- 
siovally discovers itself. For, if 
the art requires cultivation, so also 
does a taste for if; yet, we believe 
there are few subjects so much neg- | 
lected «mong us, as this. 


‘ 
we 


The qualities of musick are very | abilities of our executants. 


various. The art has its nathetic, 
its sublime, and its beautiful. It ad- 
mits of spimted narration and de- 
scriptive imitation. 


‘Whoso confesseth | 
shall have | 


| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 








thing that painting or poelry cai 
present to the imagination has its 
correspondent place in song. Yet 
all this is in truth, but a dead lette; 
to him who has never attended to 
the subject. To such an one it is, 
from the most obvious causes, the 
language of an unknown tongue. 


Taste is chiefly an acquired facul- 


ty, as is evident in every depart- 
mé@nt of literature and the = arts, 


Present a fine speciinen of painting 
to a boor and he will probably pre- 
fer a caricature. Recite the polished 
verses of the poet to a man w holly 
unlettered, and he will perceive lit- 
tle difference between them and the 
coarsest doggerels. Nor will the 
/most powerful appeals of eloquence 
have any favorable effect on such an 
individual, unless his own scanty 
vocabulary shall have limited the 
diction of the orator. Thus in mu- 
sick. The aborigines have no 
conception of refinement. The 
half-civilized inhabitants of Asia 
remain deaf to the charms of harmo- 
ny- tn England, and in this coun- 
try , alarge portion of the uneducated 
(as well as of literary and business 
men, who devote themselves chiefly 
to a few particular objects) are still 


the art. Yet in Italy and Germany 
|| the case, for the most obvious reasons, 
| has been different. Musick has there 
| been deemed a necessary part of ed- 
, weation; in consequence of which, 
every portion of community has been 
| taught to ac knowledge its worth. 
If those nations have Gone too much 
| for the art; we have evidently done 
| too little. If they have sometimes 
| cultivated it from w rong motives, 01 
| applied it to improper “objects; we 
| have scarcely cultivated it at all. 
The highest specimens of Italian and 
| German musick, surpass even the 
And 
the manner in which such speci- 
/'mens are received whenever they 
are attempted, shows that their de- 


Almost every || sign is beyond the ordinary limits e 


insensible to the highest interests of 








aan et al roadie Relea 


atest es eel 


a le tia Se ag ee eee ee 


ie ode 


eS 


borers: sia 


oe 


ST ee ee ee 





=— 


aera 











ill 


ch 
ne 


ol 
we 
all. 
nd 
the 
nd 
Cl- 
ey 
le- 
sof 


ae <r 


re ete os ge a ee ee 


Se 


hiv conception. They have some- 
imes been sufliciently applauded; 
put the emotions which dictate such 
»pplause, we fancy, will not bear the 
-losest inve stigation. 

We do not wish our own country 
yen to become Italians or Germans 


n musick; neither are we by any | 


reans, the advocates of su per induc- 
ion in matters of taste. ‘The best 
nterests of the art might be sacrifi 

ed inthe attempt, as they doubtless 
ave been to some extent, in the 
and that gave us birth. Yet in our 
resent system of education, we do 
iuch to improve the faculty of taste, 
nrelation to all such subjects as 
re deemed important by the gene 

ality of community. As society | 


muproves, literature and the arts ad- 


‘ance with it; and there is no rea- 
son why musick alone should be | 
0 slected. We know that it has | 
ts fascinations—that it has suffered 
any and grievous abuses from its | 
ery friends and cultivators. But 
leeply as this is to be regretted, we 
ave seen that the art itself is im- 
ortant: and we are quite sure that | 
0 one who has physical capacities 
ur it, can be justified in treating it 
vith entire neglect. If he does so, 
tis not surprising that he should be 
lissatisfied at church, even with 
hat which others require to 
hem in their devotions. 

Those who take the lead in church 


nusick, are bound, as was formerly | 
are | 
pest adapted to the existing state of 


been, to select such tunes as 


lings. 'y et there should be limits, 


Even to the simplicity of church 


nusick, It is not necessary for it 
o become unmeaning, because a few | 
ndividuals ina congregation have 
Acquired no relish for it. 


vould be as absurd as to introduce | 


luggerels into the church, because 
t happens to contain a few unletter 
‘individuals. A degree of refine- | 
nent 1s inseparable from the process 
4 cultivation, aad it is proper to 


areserve so much of this, as to a- 
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44 


taste. And if there should be a 
small portion of community who 
continue to neglect the subject, we 
see not but they must be left to 
abide the consequences of such neg- 
| lect. 

| Yet even such individuals, could 
they but lay prejudice aside, mi.ht 
1; in time become reconciled to a cul- 
| tivated style, and derive from it no 
it 
| 
| 





| void giving o%ence to persons of just 
| 
| 
\ 





small share of edification. Musick 
addressed to us as sentient beings, is 
chiefly the language of association: 
and this circumstance proves an in- 
let to every species of prejudice.— 
| Let the auditor imagine, for in- 
| stance, that all the singers are en- 
I gaged in lip service;—that their ob- 
| ject is to gratify themselves and 
| their auditors with the mere abstract 
| charms of song;—or, that they are 
chiefly desirous of displaying ‘their 
| own Abilities;—let such ideas be 
| strorgly associated with the strains 
| of musick that give rise to them, 
/in the mind of the auditor, and, un- 
less the latter is wholly dead to the 
interests of devotion, he cannot but 
| be displeased. Yet, all this while 
} the fault may chance to be his own. 
There is not the least probability 
‘that all who sing, are lightly enga- 
ged in the exercise. If they are, this 


very circumstance is sufficient to 
‘fix on himself the charge of delin- 


Has he; with his christian 
brethren on whom he should have 
exerted his influence, been so un- 
‘mindful of the high praises of his 
Maker as to leave the management 
ofan integral part of public worship 
exclusiv ely to the young, the thought- 
|| less, and the unprincipled? if he 
jhas, the reformation should begin 
with him. Let him not tell us of the 
| misapplication of skill, until he can 
|, at least, enumerate the requisites of 
the institution. Let him not be- 
come a critick. until he has master- 
ed the title page of his art. Others 
| may be wrong; but he certainly is 
| not right. 


f 
quency. 





78 On Church 


We admit that many, evils have || 
been attached to the cultivation of | 
sacred musick. But whatever ; 


have occasioned these evils, their 
cont'nuance at the present day, is 
certainly to be attributed to the 
want of christian influence. 

Sacred Musick is doubtless a 
more cuinprehensive term in the ar 
tis!’s vocabulary than it should be. 
{t embraces not only hymns and 
psalms, to the Supreme Bei ing; but 
such as are addressed to the congre- | 


purposes, and for purposes of exhor- 
tation. It embraces precepts that 
are merely moral. It takes up the 
incidents of scripture narration, 
gives them a dramatic form, and 
presents them to us, through the 
medium of descriptive imitation. At | 
one time, it puts into our own 
mouths the most solemn ascriptious 
of praise, profession of penitence, or 
supplication formercy. At another 
time we are made only the obser- 
vers of such things. in oratorios, 
while the plot of “the musical dra- | 
matist is developing, we are presen- 
ted with the lyre of David, the ra- 
vings of a Saul, the boastings of a} 
Goliah, the saiaaniielaiis of a Samp- 
son; or, in descriptive imitation, | 

| 


gation for didactic and narrative 


with the hail storm of Egypt, the 

overthrow of Pharaoh, the sun’s |) 
standing still on Gibeon. And 
more than this; among om most skil- 

ful of modern composers, in the dra- 
matic style, we are fui ae with | 
the professed imitations of the vari- | 
ous processes of creation and re- 
demnption. The rising of the sun— 
the failing of snow and of rain-—the | 
noises of living creatures—the war- | 
rings of the ele ‘ments, and the Om- 
nipotent fiat thet controls th em— || 
the revilings of the blasphemous || 
Jews—the agouies oi the heaven | 
born Victim a very death groans 
of a bleeding Savior, have been pre- 

sented to the imagination, through | 
the medium of musick. And they 

have sometimes been brought before 1 


Fr 


Musick. 


a mixed multitude in this couniry 
few of whom could have had any 
knowledge or taste for the art; 9; 
any possible conception of the na. 
ture or design of such exhibitions, 
All this, and much more has beep 
called sacred musick; and _ there 


| have not been wanting individuals, 


who would introduce such speci. 
mens into the church, and think { 


' make them relished and understood 


by the community. 
lt is not our present design to call 


in question the propriety of apply- 
ing musick to all the purposes S above 
-enumerated. Men of genius, whe- 


ther in painting, poetry, or musick, 
will continue to choose subjects for 
themselves, and to execute them as 


| they see fit; and too often indeed, 


without the least regard to moral 
consequences. The muses, perhaps, 


| are the only divinities they w orship, 
| and it suffices that they seem propi- 


tious. If the muses grant any thing 
to their votaries, it will be given tn 


| fame, and all the ends of labor are 


answered. 

Yet when promiscuous selections 
are made from such compositions as 
| these, and given ostensibly for the 
| promotion of moral and religious 
ends; but in reality for amusement, 
display, or at best, from such motives 
as have usually originated from a 
devoted attachment to the art, it is 
easy to see that extensive mischiei 
may be done. In proportion as these 
are leading motives—in proportion 
as words and subjects are chosen 


“as an excuse for singing,’ we may 


| expect to see the art perverted.— 
Against such abuses, it 1s the Chris- 
tian’s duty to exert himself; and} it 


| such a land as this, his influence, if 


properly directed, would prove am- 
ply sufficient. And certainly, at 
the very time when we are begin- 
ning the work of cultivation, while 
| yet” we have no national character 
for musick, his influence should not 
be withheld. 

Yet, let him not approach the arf, 
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with the demolishing arm of a Goth | 
ya Vandal. Let him not, because | 
, few grievances are unredressed, 
resume to destroy the whole cita- 
jel. We confess ourselves unable 
ty tell, whether church musick has 
suffered most, from the neglect and | 
indifference of some Christians, or 
irom the sweeping prohibitions of 
others. If the art is to be cultiva- 
ied, it requires a variety of exerci- 
ses. In this case, as in every other 
species of literature, the pupil must 
r e made acquainted with a multipli- | 
ity of specimens; and there are oc- 
asions when many of these may, || 
vithout the least ‘impropriety, be | | 
prought before the publick. 
[t was a remark of the wisest -) 
men, that “there is a time for every 
hing.”? A period of peculiar reli- | 
ious excitement, is not the must fa- | 
vorable for commencing the process 
{ cultivation, or for exhibiting ela- 
orate or refined specimens. Yet, 
1s these are some of the most direct | 
ueans of acquiring knowledge and | 
ractical skill, as well as of dissemi- | 
ating taste, they are not to be dis- | 
ouraged on suitable occasions. Let | 











very thing be conducted in refer- 
uce to time and circumstances, and 
he evils we have alluded to will} 
ease to exist. ‘The most decidedly | 
thetic and pious subjects, should | 
wt be placed before an suiininids 


ight-minded: neither should mere | 
atrative, descriptive, or miscella- | 
leous pieces be introduced in times | 
(peculiar excitement. Above all 
hings, let the selections for the | 
hureh, be made with the utmost 
iscrimination. It is against the 
uisapplication of musick, and not 
kzainst the art itself, that the chris- 
lan is to exercise his vigilance. 
Happily for the interests of Church 
lusick, there is now little want 
f appropriate tunes among us.— | 
Chose that have been lately y intro- 
ced in most of the churches of | 
lS vicinity, are distinguished at || 
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once for chasfeness and simplicity. 
‘They are, for the most part, the very 
simplest that are to be found among 
|| approved compositions; and if they 
are not yet performed as well as 
they ought to be, the reason is 


obvious. It is not because “orato- 
rios and concerts” have been given, 
but because christians are not awake 
to the subject. We admit, that or- 
atorios and concerts have often been 
improperly conducted; and weknow 
that other abuses continue to exist; 
but we are fully sensible that little 
will be done towards a reformation 
until some of the energies of a chris- 
tian spirit can be directed towards 
the object. The christian acknowl- 
edges psalmody, to be an important 
divine institution, yet he neglects it. 
He esteems it an integral part of 
christian worship; yet he neglects 
it. He knows that cultivation is 
necessary to render the institution 
effective; yet he neglects it. And 
more thas this—He sees church mu- 
sick fall into the hands of the young, 
the thoughtless, the unprincipled; he 
sees it occasionally applied to pur- 
poses of mere amusement; ani yet 
he neglects to watch over its inter- 
ests: he does not sufficiently inform 
himself, for the detection or preven- 
tion of abuses. Or, as the latter 
becoine too flagrant to pass unnoti- 


> 
ced, he retreats farther and farther 


hat are in circumstances to feel | from his proper field of exertion.— 


With a sincere, though misguided 
conscience, he too often discourages 
all application to musick, as if it 
would be a waste of time, or as if it 
would be inconsistent with a spirit 
of christian seriousness; and finally 
takes up his argument against every 
thing that relates to the institution, 
excepting its divine origin and its 
name. 

In such circumstances, the style 
of singing must either become w holly 
inefficient through neglect; or, as is 
usually the case in this country, a 
few individuals must venture to dif- 
fer from the mass of community, by 
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eultivating the art as opportunity 
offers. And when this is done, there 
can be no question whether they 
should be permitted to form a choir. 
They are compelled to resort to the 
measure, as the only means of re- 
taining the little they have acquired, 
and of rendering it useful to others. 
Were they to take their seats pro- 
miscuously, every trace of improve- 
ment would soon disappear; and a 
worse jargon than we now occasion- 
ally hear from uncultivated indivi 
duals, would then become general 
and perpetual. 

But, finally—We would not. be 
understood to say, that every chris 
tian should become personally enga- 
‘ged in the work of cultivation. We 
have already intimated, that many 
are destitute of physical capacities 
for the art: and it is evidently the 
duty of every such individual,to con- 
tent himself with prosecuting his 
devotions ina silent manner; for 
otherwise he will chance to disturb 
every one within hearmg. Anoth- 
er portion of community, arrived to 
an advanced age, cannot be expec 
ted, with their “decaying voices, to 
begin the work of cultivation; and | 
here and there a few individuals may 
be found, that are placed in circum- 
stances that are otherwise forbid- 
ding; yet there can be no reasons why 
every one should notacquire correct | 
views of the subject; and lend his | 
influence and support to the good 
work. This is without doubt, his | 
imperious duty. Let those who are | 
able, engage activ ely in the work, | 
and let others enco: urage and sup- | 
port them. When christians will | 
tully qualify themselves to take the | 
lead in cultivation, then, and not 
till then, may we expect to see the 
institution of Church Musick strip- | 
ped of its abuses, and placed ina} 
jlourishing condition, beyond the | 
evils of mismanagement. 

OMEGA. 


On Revivals of Religion. 


For the Utica Christian Repository, 
ON REVIVALS OF RELIGION 
No. XI. 


In the progress of these essay; 
[ have endeavored to show, what; 
revival of religion is, what thing, 
usually accompany it—in what re. 
spects a genuine and a spurious reyi. 
|| val resemble each other—-what are 
some of the marks of distinction be. 
| tween them—the propriety of using 
means to promote a revival—and 
have suggested some considera. 
tions to show members of a church 
the great importance of having a 
soviea’, as it regards the spiritual 
welfare of themse Ives, as individu. 
als, of the church to which they be. 
long, and of their children. Othe 
considerations might be suggested 
to show, ina still stronger light, the 
vast importance of a revival in ev. 
ery church, as it regards the wel- 
fare of all classes of society, and as 
it regards the influence it would 
have” upon the moral state of the 
world. But it is unnecessary to 
enlarge upon this poiit. The full 
discussion of every branch of the 
| subject would require a volume, 
And as one design I had in wri- 
ting was to induce men 
| experience to take up the subject, 
| and throw further light upon it, | 
! will pass on, to the remaining topic 
| proposed. 

When achurch are so far impres- 
| sed with the unportance of having 
| a revival among them, as to be reaiy 
to put in Operation a system of 
| means for the promotion of that ob 
ject; when the impression is deep: 
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thing must be done,” let them se- 
riously and prayerfully consider 
| what ought to be done. And lel 
|| them converse together on the sub- 
| ject, and pray together for divine 
ee and obtain all the light 
| they can from scripture and expe- 
I: rience. Let them continue the! 





inquiries and discussions and pray 


of more 





ly made on their minds that “some- 
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ers, till they come to a full and en- 
tire understanding and agreement 
among themselves, as to the meas- 
ures to be adopted. I deem it of 
great importance that there should 
be such an understanding and agree- 
ment among the members of a 
church, asa preliminary step. And 
if it is not attended to, I should 
have very great fears as to what 
would be the result of any meas- 
ures that might be adopted. I have 
known instances in which a revival 
has appeared to begin with very hope- 
ful prospects, and those prospects 
have been blasted, for want of this 
preliminary step. I will state a 
few reasons why such a measure is 
important. 

1. It is important that all the 
members of the church should be 
interested and brought into action. 
Every one can do something to pro- 


' mote the work. Every one has his 


circle of influence more or less ex- 
tensive. ‘There is a proper sphere 
of action for each individual; and 
in that sphere it is desirable that he 
should exert all his strength. The 
minister, the officers of the church, 
the leading members, those who take 
a part in public meetings, and 
heads of families, occupy most im- 
portant and responsible stations. 
Others too, even the young, the 
weak, and the obscure; by being 
members of Christ’s visible body, 
are placed in important and re- 
sponsible stations. Every profes- 
sing christian, is, within the circle 
of his acquaintance, an object of 
observation. He is as “a city set 
on an hill, which cannot be Rid.” 
The eyes of many are upon him. 
And the part he takes, at such a 
time especially, will have its influ- 
ence in promoting the salvation or 
the perdition of immortal souls. In 


, 80 great an object as that of pro- 


moting a revival of religion, it is 
desirable that the whole strength 
of a church should be breught into 
action. If any individual is not 


VOL. II. 





interested, not only all he could do 
to nein the work is lost, but his 
influence is really thrown into the 
opposite scale. It is so in the es- 
timation of the world, and it is so 
in the estimation of his brethren. 
Now, if a part of the church enter 
upon a system of means to promote 
a revival, in which another part do 
not concur, that part will not be 
likely to feel interested in the suc- 
cess of those means, nor to exert 
their influence to promote it. All 
should, if possible, be induced to 
concur in what is done, to take an 
interest in the measures adopted, 
and to act with vigor to promote 
their success. 

2. It is important that the whole 
strength ofthe church should be 
exerted in unison. If all the mem- 
bers of the church can be brought 
to act, and to act with vigor, yet, 
if they do not act together, very 
little will be accomplished. If the 
members of the church do not agree 
in their views of what ought to be 
done, they will notact together. If 
one part think one set of measures 
ought to be pursued, and another 
part think a different set of meas- 
ures proper, each part will act ac- 
cording to their own views. One 
part will labor to produce one effect, 
and another part will labor to pro- 
duce a different effect. The efforts 
of one part will be directed one 
way, and the efforts of the other part 
will be directed another way. 
Should there be no interference or 
collision between them, still the ef- 
fect produced will be far less than 
would result from a united effort. 
And when we take into view the 
various opinions on the subject of 
revivals which prevail in most 
churches, we can scarce expect a 
united and vigorous effort will be 
made, directed to one point, unless 


| there is a previous agreement on 
| the subject. We ought rather to 


expect, that when the multitude are 


| brought into action, their efforts will 
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be directed so many different ways, 
that nothing will be accomplished. 
3. A union of views in the church 
is of great importance in its conse- 
quences to the members of the 
church themselves. The existence 
of such a union, or the want of it, 
has great influence upon them. 
When they are agreed in the meas- 
ures to be pursued, and act together, 
they act with zeal and courage. 
Each one, in the efforts he makes 
in his own sphere, feels that he is 
not acting alone, but that he has the 
countenance and support of the 
whole church. He is not affraid to 
attempt great things; and zeal and 
resolution and perseverance enable 
him to accomplish great things. 
But let him feel the consciousness 
that he is acting alone, and that he 
can expect no aid from his brethren, 
and he will be easily discouraged. 
He will not effect much, because he 
will not expect nor attempt much. 
if his own sense of duty compels 
him to make some efforts, they will 
probably be irregular, feeble, ill di- 
rected, and soon abandoned. 
Another effect which will be like- 
ly to result from a want of agree- 
ment among the members of a 
church as to what ought to be done, 
will be discord among brethren. 
Very often have mutual jealousies 
and hard feelings arisen among 
brethren, in the time of a revival, 
from this single source. Strange 
as it may seem, the very interest 
they take in the work leads to it. 
Contrary as such feelings are to the 
spirit of a revival, they often do a- 
rise, at such atime. One feels the 
importance of promoting the work, 
and uses the means which in his 
judgment are best adapted te ac- 
complish the object. Another thinks 
those means are likely to do a real 
injury to souls, and feels it his duty 
to exert himself to counteract their 
influence. Each thinks the other 
is doing wrong, and feels grieved 


and offended with his brother. And |' professors ef religion, and especial- , 








| if, as it often happens, they are both 
‘leading men in the church, the dif. 


ference in their views and measures 


|attracts universal attention. Each’ 
‘has a number who agree with him, 
‘and the discord is widely spread, 


And it is nothing wonderful, if the 
result is, a cessation of the revival, 


‘and a lasting dissension in the 


church. 

4. A union of views in the church 
is of great importance in its conse. 
quences to those who are without. 
One great reason why a revival is de- 
sirable, is that sinners may be con- 
verted. If the members of the church 
are united in the same mind & in the 
same judgment, as it regards truth & 


| duty, and are in the lively & vigor- 
| ous exercise of the christian graces, it 


will make a powerful impression on 
those around them. 
will continue and abound. And 
men of the world, when they see 


the genuine effects of the christian 
system, will be constrained to ac- F 
They will F 


knowledge its truth. 
be convinced that there is, in the 


christian religion, something excel- F 
lent and divine, to which they them- 
When all F 
speak the same thing that the bible F 
speaks, and all exhibit the same § 
‘spirit which that enjoins, the unbe- f 


selves are strangers. 


liever “is convinced of all, he is 


judged of all; and thus are the se- F 


crets of his heart made manifest; 


and so, falling down on his face, he F 
will worship God, and report that F 
God is in you of a truth.” Iff 


the native enmity of his heart is 
roused by the exhibition of divine 


truth, and he begins to make oppo- F 
sition to it, when he finds that all F 
agree in pressing the same truth up- f 
'on his conscience, “in the words > 
which the Holy Ghost teacheth,” f 
and all ascribe the change which F 


has taken place in their own char- 
acter to the influence of the same 


truth on their hearts, he will not be F 


able to stand before it. But, if the 
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iy the members of the same church, 
do not agree in their views, unbe- 
lievers will very quickly discover it. 
If one gives them one set of direc- 
tions and instructions, and another 
the contrary—If one presses one 
set of truths upon their conscience, 
and another shows his dislike and 
disapprobation of them—the effect 
may be anticipated. They will be 
confirmed in their unbelief and re- 
jection of the gospel. If a sinner 
is awakened to attend to the con- 
cerns of his soul, and begins to dis- 
cover the native opposition of his 
heart to the truths of the gospel, and 
finds that a part of the church dis- 
like and oppose those truths, as 
much as himself, the result may 
be easily foreseen. He will be 
strengthened in his opposition to 
truth and duty. He willbe harden- 
ed in sin, and ripened for destruc- 
tion. 

For these reasons it appears to 
me of great importance that the 
church should be united in their 
views of what ought to be done to 
promote a revival; and that a full 
and explicit understanding and a- 
greement on this subject should be 
a preliminary measure. Evils can 
often be guarded against before they 
occur, which cannot be remedied af- 
terwards. And at this day, espe- 
cially, when new measures for pro 
moting revivals are introduced by 
many, there is danger that these e- 
vils will arise. If measures should 
be adopted, to which the church 
have not been accustomed, and with 
regard to which they have not been 
consulted, there will be great dan- 
ger of their doing hurt, however 
good they may be in themselves. 
In regard to the introduction of a 
measure of this kind, in the days of 
President Edwards, he makes the 
following judicious remarks: 

“The rule of Christ concerning 
putting new wine into old bottles, 
does undoubtedly take place in 
things of this nature, supposing it 
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to be a thing that in itself is good, 
but not essential, and not particu- 
larly enjoined or forbidden. For 
things so very new and uncommon, 
and of so open and public a nature, 
to be suddenly introduced and set 
up and practised, in many parts of 
the country, without the’ matter’s 
being so much as first proposed to 
any public consideration, or giving 
any opportunity for the people of 
God to weigh the matter, or to con- 
sider any reasons that might be of- 
fered to support it, is putting new 
wine into old bottles with a witness, 
as if it were with no other design 
than to burst them directly No- 
thing else can be expected to be the 
consequence of this, than uproar 
and confusion, and great offence, 
and unhappy mischievous disputes, 
even among the childrenof God 
themselves. Not that that which is 
good in itself, and is new, ought to 
be foreborn until there is nobody 
that will dislike it; but it ought to be 
foreborn until the visible church of 
God is so prepared for it, at least, 
that there is a probability that it will 
not do more hurt than good, or hin- 
der the work of God more than pro- 
mote it; as is most evident from 
Christ’s rule, and the apostles’ 
practice.” 

it may be supposed by some, 
that, at the present day, there is no 
danger of this kind to be apprehend- 
ed. But, I think a church must be 
ina very unusual state, if there is 
not. It may be thought, that where 
there is a minister, it will be unne- 
cessary fora church, to take any 
such preliminary step, because the 
minister must of necessity pursue 
such measures as accord with his 
judgment, and the members of the 
church will not attempt to oppose 
the measures which he may adopt. 
It is true-that a minister must be his 
own judge of his own duty But 
he will enter upon a course of meas- 
ures with much more zeal and cour- 
age, ifhe knows he can relyu pon the 
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church to strengtlien his hands, than 
he will if he has reason to expect 
they will desert him in the time of 
need, and condemn and oppose his 
measures. And besides, the minis- 
ter is not todo the whole. There 
is something for every member of 
the church to do; and all should act 
in concert. 

It may be thought by some, that 
the state of the churches is such, 
that a union ef views and concert 
of action is not tobe expected; and 
that the attempt to come into such 
an agreement would utterly fail. 
But I think there is no insuperable 
difficulty. Let the members of the 
church be fully sensible of the im- 
portance of having a revival, and I 
think they could come to an agree- 
ment of the nature proposed. Let 
them cousult together, and learn 
each other’s views. Then let them 
make the points on which they dif- 
fer, a subject of serious and prayer- 
ful inquiry. As to the doctrines 
and duties which are to be urged, 
let them take as the basis, the 
confession of faith and covenant of 
the church to which they belong. 
These contain an exposition of their 
views of what the scriptures teach. 


Passage of the Red Sea. 





ted, they ought, at least, to throw no 
obstacle in the way of their being 
carried into effect. 

It may be asked, whether I would 
advise churches of different denomi- 
nations, which are intermingled with 
each other in the same place, to at- 
tempt to come into an agreement of 
this kind. The attempt has been 
sometimes made to form such a un- 
ion; but I never knew it successful. 
They do net agree m those things 
which each deems essential. If there 
were a real agreement in all those 
points which each considered essen- 
tial, so that they could, consistently 
with their own views of truth and 
duty, be entirely silent on all those 
points in which they differ, and 
would be so, I should then see no 
insuperable difficulty m the way of 
such a union. But where they do 
not thus agree, and cannot or will 
not be thus silent as to the points of 
difference, I should think it alto- 
gether better for those of each de- 
nomination to act by themselves, 
according to their own views; and 
not, by an unavailing attempt at un- 
ion, lay a foundation for a greater 


gion. 
A FRIEND TO REVIVALS. 


| discord and more violent dissen- 
} 


In these they are presumed to a- | 
gree: for if any do not agree to. 
these, they are not the proper per- | 
sons to go forward in the promotion | 
of a revival. The confession of | 
faith and covenant of the church | 
probably contain all the doctrines | 
and duties which the church deem | 
essential. There being an agree- | 
ment in these, things not essential | 





From the London Jewish Expositor. 
PASSAGE OF THE RED SEA. 
Extracts from a Letter on the pas- 
sage of the Red Sea by the Chil- 
dren of Israel, in their route 

from Egypt to Mount Sinai. 


[The Letter from which these extracts 
are made is thus introduced in the Jew- 


may be easily settled. Where 
there is the spirit of a revival, thin 


which are not essential will not be |} ™ ' 
|| met with many curious essays of the 


made so. 


And the government of 
the church, wheresoever it is lodg- 





ish Expositor: 
‘‘Having some time ago, in the volu- 
inous works of the Jesuit Missionaries, 


learned and indefatigable Farner Sr- 
carp, written during his long residence 


ed, having decided, after mature t in Egypt, with a view to the intended 
consideration and inquiry, what fur- || work on the Antiquities of Egypt, 
ther measures shall be pursued, it is | which he did not live to finish: I was 

. particularly pleased with his letter on 
the duty of all to een And the Passage of the Red Sea; and thought 
if any cannot enter cordially into | 


’ much of the substance of it might be 
those measures which are thus adop- || interesting to Protestant readers. I 
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therefore drew up the following ac- 
count, still retaining the form of a letter; 
and where any information peculiarly 
apposite occurred from other sources, I 
occasionally introduced it.” The ori- 
inal letter is dated ‘*Grand Cairo, 
April, 1720.” **I felt a double interest 
in Father Sicard’s account from the high 
terms in which Denon speaks of his ge- 
ographical accuracy; and from the fre- 
quent use of the learned Jesuit’s charts 
and observations to the celebrated geog- 
yapher p’ ANVILLE. Iam &c. 

‘Many ANNE SCHIMMELPENNINCK. 

Bristol, ( Eng.) Feb. 9, 1818.]} 

I myself, in company with Mr. 
Fronton, took the very same jour- 
ney as that pursued by the children 
of Israel in their departure from 
Egypt. My object being to trace 
their route, we determined as much 
as possible, to choose a similar sea- 
son of the year. 

We sat out from Cairo in March, 
hand like the Israelites, precisely at 
the time of the full moon. Like 
them too we encamped at Rames- 
ses, Succoth, Etham, and Phi-Ha- 
Shiroth, and accomplished the whole 
of our excursion with the greatest 
lease in three short day’s journey. 
Judging by the number of hours in 
which we performed it,we concluded 

he whole distance to be about 
wenty-six French leagues. And 
ve concluded that the Israelites 
night with perfect ease march ever 
ay nine leagues. ‘This would be 
byno means difficult to a people ha- 
bitually inured to the ianlael labor, 
and already accustomed to hunger, 
thirst, and all the rigors of a hard 
and oppressive servitude; especially 
vhen animated with the hepe of re- 
overing their liberty. The road 
Hoois perfectly easy & commodious, 
and the time of year as favorable as 
Possible; the air soft and the heat 
emperate. And in their case, be- 
peng moreover freshened by the pil- 
ar of a cloud which went before and 
shaded them. 
The first station of the Hebrews 
vas in the plain of Gendeli, near a 









Pmall but abundant spring of fresh | 
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water. Gendeli is the Succoth of 
Scripture. Besides the circum- 
stance of its being situated precise- 
ly at one third of the way, viz. be- 
tween eight and nine leagues from 
Ramesses, and close by a spring of 
fresh water, the word Gendeli in 
Arab signifies a military encamp- 
ment, and Succoth, in Hebrew, 
means the place of pitching soldiers’ 
tents. Here they halted for the 
night, and baked their unleavened 
bread on the little portable hearths or 
iron plates, which form a constant 
appendage to the baggage of orien- 
tal travellers. 

The second station of the chil- 
dren of Israel must have been the 
plain of Ramlie; which is distant 
nine leagues from Succoth, and eight 
from the Red Sea. It is the an- 
cient Etham; a beautiful plain form- 
ing an ampitheatre of six miles 
wide, and bordered with rising hills. 
The body of the army pitched their 
tents in the plain, whilst their lead- 
ers might be commodiously station- 
ed on the eminences. The sacred 
text asserts expressly, that Etham 
was at the extremity of the desert; 
and this exactly corresponds with 
the situation of Ramlie. In truth, 
on quitting Etham you enter a nar- 
row defile, which continues without 
interruption for two leagues, and 
then. opens into the plain of Bede; 
which may rather be called the en- 
virons of the Red Sea, than the con- 
tinuation of the desert. 

The sacred text then proceeds to 
say that in the third day’s march the 
Israelites turned back to encamp by 
Migdot. The fact is this. Etham 
is situated at the bottom of a deep 
sort of bay (if 1 may use such an 
expression) which the plain forms in 
the bosom of the chain of the Torah 
mountains; & which leaves no exit 
from Etham tothe plain of Bede, but 
byavery narrow defile,through which 
a dozen men could scarcely march 
abreast.’ This defile is to the east, 
and goes straight on to the Red Sea. 
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Now it would have been the height || led Baal-Zephon, which was adorej 
of imprudence in the army of Is || by the Egyptians as their great pro. 
rael, to have entangled themselves || tector, and as the divine guardian 
in this narrow pass; besides, one || of their frontier. This mountaiy 
whole day would not have sufficed |/is tow called Eutaqua, which also 
them to clearit. By the divine || signifies north as well as the place 
command, Moses then directed the || of deliverance—At the southern 
army to turn its back on the defile; || extremity, and just opposed to the 
and to retrace their steps from the || huge granite rocks of Baal-Zephon, 
bosom of what I have termed the || the plain of Bede is inclosed bya 
bay of Etham, coasting the foot of the || lofty and rocky range of mountains, 
mountain, till they should weather || the most elevated of which is calle 
the promontory formed by the ex- || Magdalum, or Migdol; so called 
treme point of the ampitheatrical || from its impregnable and elevated § 
chain of the mountains of Torah; || situation. Its present Arabic name 
which having done, you immediate- || of Kouiabe signifies the same thing, 
ly enter a wide and spacious valley, || Formerly this steep promontory was 
which after bearing a little to the || the site of a strong fortress.—From 
north, takes a sudden turn to the || the foot of this mountain proceeds 
east, and terminates in the plain of || a torrent of hot saline mineral wa- 
Bede; which as I before observed || ter, which precipitates itself into 
js the low flat land immediately on || the sea. Strabo particularly men- 
the shore of the Red Sea. This || tions this circumstance, and I am 
circuit [ myself examined on the ||inclined to think that Diodorus 
spot, and laid it down exactly in a || meant to allude to this hot spring, 
little map which I made to illustrate || when he says that those coming 


do well to consult as you read my 
letter. The addition which this 
circuitous road would occasion is 
just one league; so that including 
this deviation, the day’s journe 
would be only nine leagues, which close to the sources of Thouairecg. 
is precisely the same with the two || This is the place called in Scrip- 
former ones. The plain of Bede, || ture Phi Hahiroth, and which was 
which in the Arabic signifies the || the third station of the Israelites 
plain of the unparalleled prodigy, || The name of this place in Hebrew 
extends six leagues along the shore |! signifies the Mouth of the holes, and 
of the Red Sea. It is terminated || Thouairecq in Arabic signifies ga- 
on the northern extremity by lofty || ping holes or conduits. This place 
and precipitous mountains of bare || has probably been so denominated 
and craggy rocks; the most eleva- | from ten or twelve little sources of 
ted of whichis called Baal-Zephon; || salt, or brackish water, issuing from§ 
which in Hebrew signifies Lord of || reservoirs artificially cut in the 
the north, or Lord our watchman or || rock, but now nearly choked with 
rotector. This mountain was soj|jsand. The plain of Bede is, as! 
called both from its northern situa- || have observed, six leagues in width. 
tion as it respects the plain Bede; || The Israelites extended the front 0 
and from its position as the Egyp- || their army as widely as possible to- 
tian frontier. For in this elevated || wards Migdol, which is the position 
height which overlooks the Red Sea || opposite which the sea is narrowest 
below, was placed with incredible || The Egyptians on the contrary, 
labor, a huge and gigantic idol, cal- || marched towards Baal-Zephon, 12 


sing the plain of Bede, meet seve- 
ral hot springs. 

It was at the extremity of the 
plain of Bede, near these hot springs, 
that the hosts of Israel encamped, 


| 
my observations, and which you will from the town of Arsinoe, and pas- 
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5 order to take possession of that 


post, and to prevent even the im- 
ossible chance of the escape of any 
part of the Hebrew army by turn- 
ing up the narrow defile which winds 
round that mountain on the sea coast, 
and by a path scarcely wide enough 
for twenty men to stand abreast, 
leads directly to Suez, or the an- 
cient Arsinoe. One view of the 
little map subjoined, will show you 
that the army of the Israelites was 
now completely hemmed in.—En- 
closed by the impassible barriers, 
formed of the inaccessible crags of 
Baal-Zephon, and of Migdol on ei- 
ther side, limited by the ocean in 
front, and pent in by the troops of 
Egypt behind, they were circum. 
scribed by a line of circumvallation 
which was, humanly speaking, abso- 
lutely impenetrable. Inthe horrors 
of so hopeless a situation, the un- 
believing [sraelites could no longer 
contain their murmurs, They saw 
themselves apparently lost without 
resource. Dismay and consterna- 
tion pervaded the whole camp, and 
they began with one voice to re- 
proach Moses with bringing them to 
perish in that wilderness, as though 
there had been no graves in Egypt. 
Then Moses, well knowing in 
whom he had believed. with unmo- 
ved constancy commanded the per- 
turbed multitudes in the memorable 
words “Fear not! stand still & see the 
salvation of God.” (Exod. 4. 13,) 
Then God shewed that he alone was 
the supreme Lord of nature and 
the elements, an all sufficient, a 
complete Savior; and at the same 
time plainly demonstrated to the 
Egyptians, that he, not the vain idol 
Baal-Zephon, was the only true and 
mighty God, the only guardian and 
protector of his people. At his 
command, Moses strikes the waves 
with his rod. The waters divide; 
and receding on either side, leave a 
firm and dry bottom in the midst of 
the ocean. He commands, and the 
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astonished army march between the || phus assures us, their venerable 
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wall of waters which flank them on 
either side. All march with confi- 
dence and without the loss of a mo- 
ment’s time. The command of God, 
the stupenduous prodigy of their de- 
liverance, the novelty of the road, 
their joy at so unexpected and un- 
hoped-for an escape, the assurance 
of freedom, all contributed to in- 
spire them with alacrity and exult- 
ation. The Israelites probably be- 
gan their march close to Phi- Hahi- 
roth, which is only half a mile from 
the shore.—The sea being there on- 
ly about fifteen miles across, where- 
as but a very little farther to the 
south, the passage is at least thirty 
miles, and consequently more than 
it would be possible to achieve in 
one night’s march. The sacred 
text expressly informs us, that the 
Israelites reached the opposite shore 
at three in the morning. They 
must therefore have begun their 
march between six and seven in the 
evening, which is after sun set, since 
it was in the equinox of March. 
This time would have been amply 
sufficient for the passage, which is 
perhaps a little more than five, and 
decidedly much under six leagues. 
Allowing for the mixed multitude 
of women and children, their nu- 
merous herds, and heavy baggage, 
it might possibly occupy that time. 
But assuredly that time is amply 
and abundantly sufficient. 

Before the hosts of israel enter- 
ed the bed of the sea, they probably 
drew up in a broad front of three 
or four leagues, each tribe marching 
in its columns; whilst as they ad- 
vanced, a hot and dry wind from the 
Lybian desert, dried up the sea be- 
fore them, and at three in the morn- 
ing they arrived in the wilderness 
of Shur. The army thus divided 
into tribes, each marshalled into its 
respective houses and families, and 
marching in a regular order, would 
_ a broad front of two or three 

eagues in extent. In front, Jose- 





388 


law-giver led the way, reassuring 
the multitude by first tempting him- 
self this unheard-of passage. Next 
to him, the sacred deposit, the bones 
of the patriarch Joseph, was accom- 
panied by princes of all the tribes 
of his brethren, who had sworn to 
take them back to the land of their 
forefathers, and to deposit them in 
the sepulchre of their ancestors at 
Hebron; where they had several 
centuries before placed the remains 
of his brethren. Then followed the 
hosts of Israel in their respective 
columns, marching in order, and 
with perfect ease; the moon being 
now at the full, and giving in that 
dry climate a light infinitely bright- 
er and more serene than in ours. 
Their march was also illuminated 
by the lofty pillar of fire, which fol- 
lowed the camp as its rereward; and 
which towering to the very heavens, 
filled the whole horizon with light, 
and was reflected far and wide, up- 
on the vast expanse of the waters. 
The strand on which they trod was 
hard, firm and even; - not rugged, 
and interspersed with abundance of 
soft green plants. A large army, 
with all these circumstances in its 
favor, might easily march six leauges 
in seven or eight hours. 

I now proceed to the last circum- 
stance of this miraculous passage. 
Pharaoh, I have before observed, 
must have encamped behind the 
mountain of Baal-Zephon, in order 
to cut off the only chance of escape 
towards Suez. In this position, es- 
pecially after evening was closed 
in, he could not distinctly discern 
that the sea opened, and that the 
first troops of the Israelites were 
already filing off. Secure in the 
idea that the Hebrews were com- 
pletely hemmed in and had no pos- 
sible chance of escape; Pharaoh (we 
are told by Josephus) deferred all 
thoughts of attacking them till the 
morrow, and only thought of letting 


his troops rest from the fatigues of 


their forced march, that they might 


Passage of the Red Sea. 


be refreshed against the next dayy 
rencounter. 

Night came on, and we may sup. 
pose the Israelites to have made con. 
siderable progress; when at length 
the motion of such an immense mul. 
titude of men, women, children, 
herds, and baggage, redoubling on 
all sides, was heard by the Egyp. 
tians. Pharaoh’s first idea must have 
been, that notwithstanding the un. 
due hour and the utter impossibility 
of effecting their escape, the Israel. 
ites, urged by necessity, had at- 
tempted to gain the back of the 
mountain of Baal-Zephon; a defile 
through which scarcely twenty men 
could walk abreast, but which of. 
fered the only chance by which any 
individual of the hosts of Israel 
could hope to escape to Suez, & tell 
the tale of his slaughtered brethren, 
Pharaoh immediately sounds the a. 
larm, rouses his sleeping troops, and 


resolves to pursue the[sraelites wher. 


ever they might bend their course. 
His orders are no sooner issued, 
than the Egyptians prepare to exe: 
cute them with all possible despatch, 
A very considerable time, however, 
Josephus informs us, (Jos. Antiq. 
lib. il. chap. 7.) elapsed before they 
were ready to set out. And in the 
very nature of the circumstances, 
it would appear that it must have 
been so. Six hundred armed chari- 
ots were to be prepared, and fifty 
thousand horsemen had to go and 
fetch and get ready their Seni 
which were piquetted in the plain. 
For there alone they could have 
found food; since it would have 
been utterly impossible to encumber 
themselves with forage on their for- 
ced march. Two hundred thousand 
infantry, most of them asleep, had 
also to be reused, dressed, armed, 
and arranged beneath their stand- 
ards. All these preparations could 
not fail to occupy a very considerable 
portion of time; and Josephus ac- 
cordingly informs us that it did so— 
However this may be, Pharaoh sa! 
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out with this prodigious armament. 
He soon perceived that the voices 
of the multitude before him, con- 


| ducted them, not towards Baal-Ze 


phon, but towards the shore; and 
imagining that fear had absolutely 
distracted the hosts of Israel, and 
led them in the depth of despair to 

lunge themselves: into inevitable 
death; they hastened their march in 
order, by pressing on their rear, to 
complete their absolute annihilation. 


} At least such is the account of Jo- 


sephus. Meanwhile Pharaoh rap- 
idly approaches the shore. When 
the great angel of the covenant, who 
had hitherto marched in a pillar of 
fire at the head of the camp of I[s- 
rael, now suddenly transported it 
to the rear, and by a new prodigy, 
the very same pillar which shed a 
bright light over all the camp of the 
Israelites, over all the expanse of 
waters, and over the whole forward 
horizon; presented a black and me- 
nacing column of lurid clouds to 
the Egyptians; and enveloped in 
darkness and in dense mists and 
fog the whole backward horizon to- 
wards Pharaoh and hisarmy. Pha- 
raoh, bewiltlered in a darkness that 
night be felt, no longer distinguish- 
es the heavens or the earth, and no 
longer discerns the road he is about 
to take. He hears indeed, the 
voice of a mingled multitude before 
him; the bleating of flocks, the low- 
ing of herds, the rumbling of heavy 
baggage, and the trampling of ma- 
ny feet. Heis then assured that 
his safety cannot be endangered by 
following where they lead the way. 
He therefore urges his troops, and 
goes straight towards the sound; 
his cavalry, as Josephus declares, 
taking the lead, the infantry succee- 
ding, and the chariots closing the 
rear; till, without perceiving it, the 
whole army enter the bed of the sea, 
and are fully hemmed in between 
the double wall of suspended wa- 
ters. 

Many persons have here supposed 
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that a miracle was necessary to pre- 
vent the Egyptians from discerning 
the soft and oozy bed of the ocean: 
but this is not at all requisite. 1 
have myself examined the bed of 


the Red sea on this very spot, with 
the sole view to the miraculous pas- 
sage of the children of Israel: and 
can fully declare, that it is in all re- 
spects perfectly similar to the plain 
of Bede, and only presents a con- 
tinuation of the same firm, even 
sand, without the least mud or ooze, 
and thickly interspersed with soft 
green saline plants. In short, it is 
in no respect whatever, different 
from the plain in which they had en- 
camped the night before. Hence 
the Egyptians, enveloped in dark- 
ness, and eager in the pursuit, 
could not distinguish where the 
plain terminated, and the bed of 
the sea began. And when at length, 
the distance must have convinced 
them that the water was unusually 
low, they still, Josephus informs us, 
concluded themselves in perfect 
safety, whilst preceded by the hosts 
of Israel. Hence they marched 
forwards with all diligence, till near 
the fourth watch; that is, till near 
three o’clock in the morning; to- 
wards which time the rear of the 
army of the Hebrews was about to 


| gain the opposite shore. 


The God of Israel, who till that 


' time had only declared himself a- 


gainst Pharaoh, by the thick dark- 
ness which enveloped his army, now 
at once dissipated that darkness, 
and unfolded the treasures of his 
wrath. The miraculous column 
opens, and shoots forth a blood red 
and baleful fire. Thunder, whirl- 
winds, and tempests, burst from its 
portentous womb; and vivid light- 
ning, in long and reiterated sheets, 
or in pale and livid flashes, show 
the terrified hosts of Egypt the full 
extent of the impending danger.— 
Their horses become unruly, and 
the terrified infantry in vain seek to 
escape from the trampling of their 
12 
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cavalry; whilst the chariots, over- | 


thrown and unmanageable, com- 
pletely hem them in behind. God 
bears throughcut the army of Egypt 
horror and dismay. Pharaoh in the 
last consternation, beholds the wa- | 
ters of the ocean suspended like the 

yawning jaws of huge mountains, | 
ready to close upon him on either | 
side, and to submerge his army both | 
on the left and on the right. He sees | 
no chance of escape but in a preci- 
pitate flight. All his hosts, seized | 
with the like panic, flee in dismay, 
crying aloud, “Flee, flee from Israel! | 
the Lord fights for him and against 

us!”? But it was no longer time: the | 
iniquities of Pharaoh had attained | 











dous, and so unheard of and stu- 
pendous; the whole host of Israel, 
with allits mingled multitudes, with 
one accord, burst into that noble an- 
them of praise, 

“I will sing unto the Lord, for 
he hath triumphed gloriously!” 

isaiinata 


Sandwich Islands.—By the late arrival at 
Nantucket, of the ship Spe: mo, capt. Bunker, 
letters have been received in this village from 
Mr. Ertsua Loomis, down to October last, 

| about two months later than the intelligence 
brought by the ship America, which arrived 
at New-York the last of February. We have 


| made a few extracts for the present number 


of the Repository. In the April number our 
readers may expecta general summary of the 
transactions of the mission family at these 


‘*Oahee, October 1, 1822. 
*“MY DEAR SIR, 
“ T am happy in having an oppor- 
tunity to address you once more 


their utmost verge. The hour of | 
mercy was past, and that of judg- 
ment wasat hand. The last rank of | 
the army of the Hebrews had gained | 


the shore. The Lord commands, 
and at the words of his voice Moses 
stretches forth his wonder. working 
rod; and the mountains of waters de- 
scending as a cataract, rush together 
to unite their closing floods. The 
roar of mighty waters, the thunders 
of heaven, the rebellowing of strug- 
gling tempests, the piercing shriek 
of the engulphed army, amidst war- 
ring winds and waves, complete the 
signal and tremendous catastrophe. 
After an interval of dread suspense 
to the Hebrew army, a death-like 
silence succeeds. Day begins to 
break, and the astonished multitudes 
of tsrael who line the shores, see the 
first bright beams of the morning 


sun smile upon a clear expanse of | 


eaceful wave. ‘They could scarce. 
y believe the reality of the aston- 
ishing miracle which had just been 
wrought in their favor, did not the 
sea, covered with the bodies of their 
enemies and the wrecks of chariots 
floating at the mercy of the waves, 
bear the spoils of the Egyptian hosts 
even to their feet on shore. Then, 


Islands the year past. 
from these heathen shores. The 
ship Spermo, capt. Bunker, will sail 
in a few days for Nantucket, and I 
gladly embrace the opportunity to 
send by him. It is now a long time 
since we received any letters from 
Utica. The last from you was da- 
ted June 10, 18231. We are daily 
expecting the arrival of some vessel 
with letters from our friends. | 
| hope you will not neglect writing to 
| 
| 
| 
| 
| 


| Us often, though we do not answer 
| every letter. We feel in a measure 
| unhappy when our friends are not 
| punctual; and yet we cannot expect 
| to answer one half of their letters. 
| The presentis avery busy time with 
jus. The people at this island, and 
at Tauwai (Atooi) have begun in 
earnest to learn to read and write 
| fhe king and chiefs first led the 
| way. But the king has since return 

ed to his former course of intemper 
ance. It is probable that there is 
now on this island, and at Tauwai, 
more than five hundred under 4 
| course of instruction; and we might 
/ have four times as many, were we 





| 
| 





penetrated with the most lively e- || able to attend to them. Most of out 
motions of gratitude and awe, at a || former scholars have become teach: 
deliverance so mighty, so tremen- || ers to the chiefs and others, and ar? 
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likely to do much good in this way. 
[am happy to inform you, that a 
xood degree of religious interest is 
excited among the chiefs and people. 
Brother Bingham has, for some time 
past, preached in the native language 
three times in the week, to crowded 
audiences. The people behave well 
and pay good attention. Our pros- 

ects are highly flattering, and we 
fully believe that God is about to 
bestow special blessings upon this 
people in answer to the prayers of 
his church. To him be all the glory. 

«By a careful attention to this lan- 
ouage we have overcome some of the 
difficulties of acquiring it, and are 
now able to converse some with 
the natives. We can understand 
much of their conversation with one 
another. Still much remains to be 
learned before we can converse cor- 
rectly or fluently. We have lately 
received considerable aid from the 
Rev. Mr. Ellis, from the Society 
Islands, who providentially made us 
a visit, and is now designed for 
these Islands. 

“T will endeavor to send you a 
copy of the second edition (2000 co- 
pies) of our spelling-book, which is 
just printed. Also, before long, a 
copy of two laws, which we printed 
at the request of the king. I am 
sorry to observe, that very little at- 
tention is paid to these laws. 

“We have been gratified to see in 
the Missionary Herald, a notice of 
the liberal donations of yourself and 
Mrs. -, for the support of two 
children in our family; and yet we 
are at a loss what to do. Perhaps 
the first accounts which we sent to 
America, may have given a wrong 
idea of the subject of educating chil- 
dren here. We have at times had 








| 





; many young females in our family; 


but now, none remain. Most of 
them went away of their own accord, 
or at the solicitation of their rela- 
tions; and some we were obliged to 
dismiss for improper conduct. When 


the first went away we took others. | be received back into the family. — 
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| When they in their turn left us, their 
| places were supplied by new ones, 
till it became a pretty general opin- 
ion, that it was impracticable in the 
present state of the nation, to bring 
up native female children in our fa- 
mily. A proper view of the state of 
society here, and of the manners and 
customs of the people, would con- 
vince most, that this is not the best 
way of doing good at these islands 
at present. 1 wish | had time and 
ability to give you a faithful picture 
of this people. But, as I have not, 
I must content myself with mention- 
ing some facts relative to them.— 
Parents here do not bring up their 
children in the way they ‘should go.’ 
They rove about in idleness—go 
where they please, stay where they 
please, and do what they please. It 
is considered disgraceful for young 
females to labor; but this is, in some 
measure, wearing off, as many of 
them evincea great desire to learn to 
make clothes for themselves. Should 
we take any children, we should ex- 
pect, of course, to teach them ha- 
bits of industry. But should any 
thing appear unpleasant to them, 
they might go away immediately; 
and it would net be in our power to 
prevent them. In some instances, 
when we have had promising fe- 
male children in our family, our 
| hopes of them have been suddenly 
| blasted by the arts of men born and 
educated in our own country. The 
temptations of abundance of fine 
clothes, &c. which they were sure to 
receive from their seducers, were 
too strong to be resisted; their ini- 
| quity not bringing any disgrace on 
‘themselves, except in the mission 
| family. Our hearts have been grie- 
ved by several such instances. 

“ About a year since, Mrs. L. took 
two littie girls into our family. They 
remained with us five or six months, 
and then went away. They have 
attended school a part of the time 
since, and are now very desirous to 
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Probably we shall take them. If 
they continue and do well, we may 
give them the names you have spe- 
cified. But we should first be glad 
to know your mind respecting them. 
As the vessel by which I send this 
goes directly to America, we may 
perhaps receive a return in about | 
twelve or fourteen months. It is 
likely that children will be more rea- 
dy to remain in the family hereafter 
than they have heretofore, as the 
state of things in the nation is chang- 
ing fast. The people generally are 
very desirous to learn to read and 
write. The practice of dressing af- 
ter the American manner, is gaining 
fast. When we first arrived, there 
were but few native women who 
wore any thing except a piece of 
cloth wound around the waist. Now 
there are probably more than a hun- 
dred in Honorura, who dress in the 
American style. 

“Boys might perhaps, with more 
success, be educated in the family. 
Still there would be much danger of 
losing them. It is the opinion of the 
mission here, I believe, that it is not 
best (at present certainly) to take a 
rreat number of children into the 
family. The expense of providing 























the Cor. Secretary, mentions that a 
box containing letters &c. had been 
put on board the schooner Rover, for 
us, the day previous to the sailing of 
the Parthian. The Rover, we hope, 
will be here within a month or two, 
and we shall then expect a rich feast, 

“ Before closing, 1 will say some- 
thing respecting the spelling-book 
and pronunciation of this language. 
By the first sheet of the Hawaiian 
spelling book, you will see the man- 
ner in which the vowels are to be 
sounded. ‘Thus a, is pronounced as 
ain father, &c. Weshall hereafter 
spell the proper names without re- 
gard to the former orthoraphy, as 
that in most cases is incorrect. [ 
send you a list of some words as 
they have formerly been spelt, and 
as we shall spell them hereafter. It 
is a singular fact, that there is no in- 
stance in the language where a con- 
sonant ends a word or syllable. The 
t and k, are used indiscriminate- 
ly, as are also the r and J, and in 
some cases, the n, r and 1. Thus, 
the word for fly, or insect, may be 
pronounced by one Na-ro,by another 
Na-lo, and by another Na-no. The 
v and w, are also sometimes used 
in thesame manner. The following 


for them would be great, as provi- |! is the orthography which we shall 


sions here are dearer than in Boston || 
or New-York. Still we think it de- 
sirable to bring up a number, and 
perhaps this number may be increas- 
ed with propriety by and by. At. 
present, children seem averse to re- | 
straint. Even their parents have lit- | 
ile or no government over them.— | 
The children seem, however, desi- | 
rious to attend school, and become 





acquainted with useful science. The 
state of the nation is improving fast, | 
and we hope soon to see it raised | 
from its degraded state. | 
« Oct. 2.—Since writing the above | 
the ship Parthian, Brewster, has ar- 
rived, in 117 days from Boston, by | 
which we have received copies of the | 
Missionary Herald as late as June | 
last. A short note from the clerk of | 








adopt of some of the proper names: 


Ha-wai-i, Owhyhee, 
Mat-1, Mowee, 
Oa-hbu, W oahoo, 
Tau-wai, Atooi, 

Mo ro-kat, Morotai, 
Ra nai, Ranai, 
Kai-a rti-a, Kirooah, 
Ta-wai-hae, Toehigh, 
La-hai-na, Lahirah, 
Hono-rt-ra, Hanaroorah, 
W ai-ti-ti, Witéte, 
Wai-méa, Wimai, 
Ri-ho-ri-ho, Rehoreho, 
Keeau-moku,  Tiamokoo, 


Karanimoku, or it 
Karaimoku, J . 


Tau-muari-i, Tamoree, 
Taméha-mé-ha, various spelling 
Ka-a-huma-nu, Carimani, 0 
Carimana. 
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in Owhyhee, properly o Hawaii, 
he o is a separate word. It might, 
vith as much propriety, have been 
ritten Iwhyhee, or Nawhyhee, as 
he I and N are frequently used in 
pronouncing it. Thus the sentence 
‘We are going to Owhyhee,”’ would 
e, “EK holo ona kakau i Hawaii.” 
ut ask a native which Is the largest 
of the Sandwich Islands, he would 
»nswer “O Hawaii.”?” Which is the 
ext? “O Maui.” To which island 
oes this chief belong? “No Hawaii, 
or No Maui, &c.”’ 
«We have received a number of 
etters from Utica, which we are 
nable to answer.”’ 
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SUMMARY. 


Sandwich Islands.—Recent intelli- 
rence from these islands states, that 
Messrs. Tyerman and Bennett, (the 
szndon Missionary Society’s depu- 
ies to the Society Islands,) arrived at 
Voahoo ia April last, and remained 
here nearly four months. Mr. Ellis, 
and two native teachers from Taheite, 
ith their wives, will remain at Woa- 
10o—Mr. E. preached often to the 
sandwich Islanders, in their own lan- 
zuage; and Mr. Bingham had preach- 
ed and once prayed in it. 

Ceylon.—A letter from Mr. Wood- 
ard, at Batticotta, announces the death 
of Mr. Richards. Mr. R. had been in 
feeble health for about four vears, He 
iedon the 3d of August. There is a 
chool for girls at Batticotta, which 
las received considerable aid from the 
sale, in this country, of a small neat 
‘ngraving of ‘Barley Wood,” the resi- 
cence of Mrs. Hannah More, in Eng 
land. When that excellent and dis- 
tinguished lady heard of the circum- 
Stance, she made a donation to the 
Board for that school of £10, which 
has been received. The American 
Bible Society voted D.500 to this mis- 
sion, to purchase Bibles in the Tamul 
sanguage. 

The “Creek Path Female Benevolent 
Society,” composed of Cherokees, con- 
tributed last year D.11 06 to the A- 
merican Board of Commissioners for 
loreign Missions. 

























_ American Bible Society’s House.— 
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House.—The front of the building is 
50 upon Nassauestreet, and extends 
back 30 feet, when it is contracted to 
the breadth of 30 feet, and runs that 
width to Theatre-alley 70 feet—ma- 
king the whole depth from front to 
rear 100 feet. In the basement are 
rooms for the accommodations of the 
keeper and his family, a large cellar, 
and rooms for fuel for the various oc- 
cupants of the building. On the first 
floor of the front part of the house, is 
one large room for the use of the a- 
gent, and two smaller ones for the se- 
cretaries and committees. The rest of 
this floor is devoted to the general 
purposes of a depository for the books 
issued by the society, and will hold 
nearly 60,000 Bibles and Testaments. 
On the second story in front is the 
room appropriated to the use of the 
managers, ‘I'his occupies the entire 
front of the house, and is 50 hy 30 feet, 
including the walls, and 16 feet in 
height, and is neatly but not splendid- 
ly finished. The rear is divided into 
two rooms for the use of the binder, 
asis the corresponding rooms in the 
third story—the front of both being 
taken up by the managers’ room.— 
The third story of the front, and the 
fourth of the rear, are occupied by the 
printer. There are 12 presses in the 
office, six of which are devoted to the 
society’s service, and as many more 
are to be employed as they may re- 
quire.---Christian Herald. 

Revivals of Religion.—It is said that 
the revival of religion in Sharon, 
(Con.) still continues, and that the 
prospect of a bountiful harvest was 
never more flattering than at the 
present time. About 140 are hoping 
that they have experienced a saving 
change; and as many as 100 are under 
conviction. 

In New Bedford and Edgartown, 
Mass. revivals of much promise have 
commenced. 

In Boston the revival progresses 
gradually. Saysa correspondent: ‘You 
have heard that a revival has com- 
menced in Boston. It is a delightful 
fact, and we do hope for its long con- 
tinuance and ‘great increase. Many 
of the good people are very much en- 
gaged in promoting it—are very fer- 
vent and importunate in their prayers 
—seeming to say with Jacob, ‘I will 
not let thee go until thou bless me.’ 


of the American Bible Society’s || Private meetings and public lectures 
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are thronged. How immense the | 
blessing of the effusions of the Spirit.’ | 
Concord Repository. | 

On this interesting subject, the Bos- | 
ton Recorder of the 29th inst. says,— | 

‘‘We have more than once intima- | 

‘ted to our readers the fact of an unusu- | 
al attention to the subject of religion | 
in several congregations of this city, and 
have solicited a contmued and increased 
interest in the prayers of the faithful.— 
Several considerations have operated & 
still operate to prevent us from enter- | 
ing into the details of the progress and | 
peculiar circumstances of this work of. 
God. There is reason to believe that | 
the revival is steadily advancing —that | 
the number of inquirers is increasing— | 
that there are frequent instances of un- | 
doubted conversion to God. It is not 
confined to any one class of society, but | 
extends to various classes. Though the 
Park-Street, Old South and Essex-Street 
Congregations are severally visited with 
the refreshing shower more than other | 
congregations, yet individuals from sev- 
eral other societies, are found among | 
those who anxiously inquire what they 
must do to be saved. Many social mee- 
tings have been established in different 
parts of the city, and are conducted un- 
der the general direction ofthe minis- 
ters, with the assistance ofapproved lay 
brethren. These are fully and solemn- 
ly attended. Lectures public and pui- 
vate are held as often as ministers can 
attend them. Seasons of fasting and 
prayer have been numerous and mani- 
festly followed with a blessing. Very | 
clear and happy effects have resulted | 
from family prayer meetings—and from | 
the union of *‘two or three”? in praying | 
for the conversion of some common | 
friend. 

There are grounds forhope, that what | 
ofa ‘‘reviving”’ has hitherto been enjoy- | 
ed, is but the commencement of a far | 
more extensive work of grace among us. | 
If we are not mistaken, the exertions of | 
Christians are increasing; their confi- | 
dence in God is strengthening; and they | 
are coming up to the help of the Lord | 
with more unanimity, as they have more | 
opportunity to observe the operations of | 
his Spirit among the impenitent. It is | 
indeed a ‘‘day of glad tidings’ in this | 

part of Zion, and we shall but express | 

the desires of hundreds around us, when | 
we say to our Christian brethren through | 


| 


the land,—pray For ws.”’ 

The North and South parishes of Co- 
ventry, Con. are both visited with a sea- | 
son of refreshing. In the first, one hun- | 


dred have been hopefully brought jn, 
the light of the gospel—in the last th, 
number of hopeful converts is stated ty 
be an hundred and forty. The surroung. 
ing region presents encouraging appegy. 
ances. At Cazenovia, N. Y. since the 
Ist of November, there have been 35 jp. 
stances of hopeful conversion—and the 
work continues to progress. 

The Christian Mirror says, ‘‘we lear 
by a letter received by a gentleman iy 
this town, (Portland,:Me.) that the re. 
vival in Chester, New-Hampshire, cop. 
tinued very lately, and that 30 or 40 in 
Mr. Parker’s small society give evidence 
ofachange. In Rev. Mr. Arnold’s par. 
ish, nearly 50 have expressed a hope of 
having passed from death unto life. The 
same letter also informs that things are 
interesting in Newburyport, especially 
in Mr. Dimmick’s society. Mectings 
are crowded; and 20 have been lately 
proposed to join his church.—B. Rec. 

Sabbath Schools.—It is stated in the 
Rhode Island Religious Intelligencer, 
that the first Sabbath school in Amer- 
ica was established at Pawtucket, in 
1797, and was taught by Benjamin Al. 
len, LL. D. then a member of Provi- 
dence college, now at the head of an 
eminent classical school, at Hyde Park, 
(New-York.)—It was instituted for 
the benefit of the children in the fac- 
tory of Almy, Brown, and Slater. 

Concord Repository, 

Peterslurg, Va. Murch 20.—Y ester: 
day, between 15 and 20 free persons 
of color left this town for Baltimore, 
where they are to embark on board of 
a vessel bound to Africa, intending to 
join the Colony already established at 
Cape Messurado.. These emigrants 
have long lived in this place. Many 
of them were raised here, and as far 
as we have an opportunity of forming 
an opinion, areamong the most worthy 
individuals belonging to that class of 
society,and by their exemplary conduct 
will no doubt greatly add to the sta- 
bility and future importance of that 
infant Colony. 

Ordination—On Thursday, the 20th 
of March inst. the Rev. Seymour P, 
Funk, was ordained and installed Pas 
tor of the Presbyterian congregation 
in Jamaica. Introductory prayer by 
the Rev. Dr. Spring; sermon by the 
Rev. Mr. M'Cartee; charge to Mr. 
Funk by the Rev. Mr. Cox; charge f0 
the congregation, and concluding pray 
er, by the Rev. Mr. Baldwin. 
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Jewish Seminary.—The London Jews 
society, have a Seminary established on 
the borders of Stanstead Park, Sussex, 
for the education of Missionaries. It is 
under the superintendence of the Rev. 
\[r. Jacob—who has an assistant teacher. 
Only three students are now availing 
themselves of its proffered advantages; 
and there seems to be difficulty in obtain- 
ing more, though the whole charge of 
their education is proposed to be borne 
by the Society, where private means are 
wanting. The students are critically 
taught the Latin, Greek, Hebrew, Syri- 
ac, Chaldaic and German languages— 
they are instructed in the Holy Scrip- 
tures, Doctrinal and Practical Divinity, 
Ecclesiastical History, and the Eviden- 
ces of Revealed Religion—Logic and 
Rhetoric. The Committee of the So- 
ciety appointed a Deputation to visit and 
examine the Seminary every half year. 

Dresden Female Jews Society: —The 
Jewish Expositor for January, contains 
an address signed by fifteen of the most 
distinguished ladies in Dresden, to their 
Christian sisters, inviting them to form 
an association for the education of poor 
Jewish children who may be committed 
to them by their parents, that they may 
be instructed in the Christian religion— 
and also to afford temporal succour to 
such adult Jews, as by their genuine 


; conversion to Christianity have been de- 


prived of the means of continuing their 
trade. This association has already 
hired a place for the reception of seven 
Jewish children, who have been com- 
mitted to them by their parents for their 
Christian education—and have provided 
one needy baptized Jew with the means 
of supporting himself. 

Mission at Camp Meigs, Upper Sandus- 
ky.—Seventy of the natives belong to 
the church, and are very exemplary in 
their deportment. Forty-five children 
have been received to the school, and 
many more might be received, if pro- 





/ vision were made for them. 


American Bible Society.—Since its es- 
tablishment it has isswed 193,818 Bibles, 
Testaments and parts of Testaments, ex- 
clusive of many thousand distributed by 
itsauxiliaries. In the same time it has 
printed from the stereotype plates of the 
Society, or otherwise obtained for circu- 
lation 268,177 Bibles, &c. 

_ Burman Mission.—Mr. Judson states 
in his journal under date, August 21, 
1822, that on that day he administered 
baptism to Mah Mee, the eighteenth 
Burman convert--two more, hopefully 
pious, yet remain unbaptized, ene de- 
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terred by fear of government, the other 
by fear of her husband. Besides these 
there are a number of hopeful inquirers. 
Mr. J. regarded Rangoon at the time of 
his leaving it for Asia, as one of the 
most interesting fields of labor that was 
ever opened to a Missionary. 

Prayer for the Jews.—The Committee 
of the Jews Society have determined, by 
divine assistance, to meet every Friday 
evening at the Society House, in Ward- 
robe Place, for special prayer for the 
gracious aid of the Holy Spirit upon the 
particular objects of the Society, as well 
as for his more general effusion upon all 
flesh. They have made this public no- 
tification, in order that they may have 
the assistance of their friends, who visit 
the metropolis. at their meetings—and 
also that it may excite others to more 
fervant supplications for the Lord’s an- 
cient people. 

Interior of Africa. —These vast regions 
are becoming more known to Europe- 
ans from year to year; andthe exploring 
expeditions undertaken for commercial 
purposes, are gradually opening the 
way for the advances of civilization and 
Christianity. Capt. Alexander Gordon 
Laing, of the Royal African Light Infan- 
try, left Sierra Leone on a mission to the 
king of the Soolimana nation in April 
last, and returned in. good health to the 
Colony near the close of October. He 
seems to have accomplished the object 
of his mission, and many of the natives of 
the Soolima and Kooranko nations ac- 
companied him on his return for the pur- 
pose of trading with the colony. The 
king of the Koorankos agreed to permit 
the people of Sangara to pass through 
his dominions on their way to the colo: 
ny mithout molestation. From these 
tribes are brought gold andivory. They 
are pagans, and the united enemies of 
the race of Mahometans surrounding 
them. It is stated that capt. L. saw from 
two eminences the hill from which the 


mysterious Niger springs. The hill is 


named Loma, in 9 deg. 15 min. N. lat 
and 9 deg. 36 min. W. long. He disco. 
vered some other rivers before unknown, 
and obtained new information with re- 
gard to others partially known. And, 


what is not less important, he was suc- 


cessful in removing from the natives 
those prejudices against Europeans, 
which it has been the policy of the Ma 
hometans to inspire. 

Union Society of the ( Methodist _) Souti 
Carolina Conference.—The laudable ob- 
ject of this Association is to educate the 
children of itinerant preachers of the S 
Carolina Conference, who are, or shall 


















































$6 


be, members of the Association ; and | 
orphan children, whose fathers at the | 
time of their death shall have been mem- | 
bers of the conference. Five dollars 
constitutes annual membership: $100 life 
membership: $20 per ann. constitutes a 
manager: $200 a manager for life. <A 
fund of $10,000 is to be raised before ap- 
propriations are made; then the interest 
only, is to be applied according to the 
direction of the managers. When the 
funds shall amount to $30,000,the mana- | 
gers are authorised to establish a school | 
or college in some convenient & health- 
ful place within the conference District, 
to be subject to such regulations as the 
Committee of the Board may determine. 
When the funds of the Society shall 
have amounted to $100,000,the charities 
of the Institution may be extended to 
orphan children of pious parents wheth- 
er in the ministry or otherwise. These 
are barely the outlines of the plan; va- 
rious provisions are made in regard to 
the accumulation of funds, which will 
probably be improved by the wealthy | 
and liberal members of the Methodist 
communion in S.C The Rev. Mr. Ca- 
pers is chairman of the respectable com- 
mittee appointed to solicit subscrip- 
tions. 

Greeks. —The Quakets, or, more pro- 
perly, the Friends in England, have set 
on foot a subscription to aid the cause of 
this oppressed people.—Bost. Recorder. 

—— +o 

Dirp, on the 19th inst. at Pompey, 
Onondaga Co. Miss Almira Campbell, 
daughter of Mr. Robert Campbell, a- 
ered 23 years. 

The peculiarly amiable disposition 
and cultivated mind of this young lady, 
had scevred to her, even from her 
childhood, the warm attachment and 
entire confidence of those with whom 
she became acquainted. It was not 
however, till towards the close of her 
days, that the full excellency of her 
character was exhibited. Blessed | 
with a pious education, and often, du- | 
ring her early years, the subject of 
deep religious impressions, she at times 
indulged a belief that she was not a 
stranger to a saving change of heart. 
But at the commencement of her last 
sickness, which was of several months | 
continuance, she relinquished all for- | 
mer hopes. Her mind, for a season, 
was deeply agitated and distressed, 
At length, unusual light and joy dawn. 

d upon hersoul. During the remain- 
ler of herdavs, she was comforted and !) 


Obituary.— Missionary Depository. 


animated by a glorious hope. 
death was triumphant. 


He 
from the world with such a foretast. 


of the bliss of Heaven. Her anxioy 
solicitude for the spiritual welfare 4 
her surviving friends, and the affec;. 
ing exhortations and counsel she gay 
them, were calculated to produce, and 
it is to be hoped, will produce a per. 
manent impression upon their hearts, 
Though dead, she yet speaketh. Her 
example lives. 

That some, that many, indeed, into 
whose hands this article shall fall, 
may be encouraged to strive for ay 
end, like peaceful and happy, is the 
only design of its publication. 

Communicated. 
+ @ BO «.- 
Utica Missionary Depository. 


Received for A. B.C. F. M. from the 2lg 
February, to the 3ist March, 1823. 


Clinton, Theol. Society, Ham. College, from the 
mission box, $9 oo 
Avails of part of a field cultivated by stud'ts. 5 50 

Camden, | pair boots from the Char. Society. 

Coventry, Chenango co. Mr. Benjamm Taggart 
and his two little boys, to ed. heathen chil. 2 0 

Deerfield, A society of young men, on Gage’s pa- 
tent, 40 bushels corn. 

From a young Lady, a silk handkerchief. 
Gilbertsville, Otsego co. a Friend Of missions, 5) 
Guilford, Chenango co. Female Charitable soc. 

by Mrs. Hannah Thompson, Tr. 6 00 
Lenox, Mr. Eli Thompson, 5 bush. wheat. 
Madrid, St. Law. co. a box of clothing from fe- 

males of that congregation, for the Cherokee 

Mission, estimated at %40 00 
New-Hartford, a female friend of missions, 100 

Samuel Wells, 22} bushels of corn. 

New-Haven, mon. con. col. by Rev. W. Williams, 3 0 

Peterboro, coll. in Sab. school, for the educa- 
tion of heathen children, 2 00 

Sanger field, Abner Townsley, as an annual do- 
nation to educate some promising heathen fe- 
male youth at Mayhew, Choctaw,to be named 
Prutilla Townsley, 20 00 
Mrs. Sarah ‘Townsley, avails of a ring, 2! 
Avails of missionary fields, by a few individu- 
als in the congregational soc. viz. W. F. Win- 
chell, 5.12, Harvey Spencer, 50 cts, Nathaniel 
Ford, 2 50, Levi Day, 400,W. M. Parker, 3 00, 
John Haven, 3 00, Josiah Miller, 3 75, capt. A- 
bel Drewry, 5 00, 

Utica, subscriptions from Ladies in the Ist Utica 
Presbyterian soe. for the express object of edu- 
cating female children in India; Bombay is the 
station preferred, 50 00 
Monthly con. coll. 1d 

Verona, Avails of mis. field belonging to Deac. 

E. Covell, 9 bushels of corn, sold for 

‘T we bush. beans. 

Corn vaised on land belonging to J. H. Shaver, 

cultivated by individuals, four bushels, sold 

for 1 56 
Whitesboro’ Catharine Walcott, 11 years old, sa- 

ved by refraining from the use of sugar in tea 
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for one year, i 00 
Wm. D. Walcott, 9 years old, the contents of 
his mis. box, 5 


Avails of a piece of ground cultivated by two 
lads, Charles and John Moseley, by Rev. Mr. 
Frost, 3 3 
A society of young men, avails of a mis. field, 10 2° 

Westmoreland, remainder of avails of a mission- 
ary field, 391 bushels corn. ae 
Amount of cash, $147 


ABITAH THOMAS. Agent 
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